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1. Some
 potential communication challenges for this patient are first that she acted as if she did not know that the physician had initially told her that she had to leave the acute facility, and then after she was able to stay for another two weeks and was suddenly able to wean off the ventilation, but then said that she cannot be without her foley catheter.  The reason that these pose communication issues is because the patient does not want to believe what the physician and nurses are telling her so she is making up excuses to stay in the acute facility. Because of this it can be hard to effectively communicate with her since she is making up excuses to stay at the facility.

2. I would assess for these challenges by trying to use therapeutic communication to figure out why this patient is making up excuses so that she does not have to leave the facility.  I would also look in her chart to see if she is married or widowed and see if she has any children that take care of her, where she lives, or any psychosocial factors that may influence why she is acting out in this way.  

3. Potential explanations for these communication difficulties can be multiple reasons.  Certain psychosocial factors like marriage, children, and living situation can interfere with the patient’s views, as well as the fact that she has chronic COPD.  
She could be scared that she cannot control her disease at home and likes the comfort that the acute facility gives her.  If she is living at home she may be lonely and at the facility she enjoys being around people all the time.  There are many different factors that describe why this patient is acting out in such a way 
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and it is the nurses job to comfort the patient and possibly refer her to counseling or an assisted living facility to live in.

4. I do not believe that there is much that the staff could have done differently because I believe that the patient is the one who is being uncooperative and the staff was not aware until she miraculously was able to wean off her ventilator and then couldn’t be without her catheter.  I think that the best that the staff can do is to find out why she is trying to stay in the facility for such a long time and what factors contribute to that.  Then they can take from that and help her to realize that it is better for her not to be in the acute facility, and maybe refer her to an assisted living facility.

5. I think that Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to wean was due to the fact that she knew she was going to be kicked out of the facility regardless.  I think that she purposely kept failing at the attempts to wean off the ventilator so that she could continue her stay at the facility.  Then when the doctor told her that she was going to have to leave the facility and they were not going to try any more attempts to wean her off the ventilator she knew that she was going to have to leave either way.  Also I think that she figured that since she could wean off the ventilator that she may be able to stay in the facility for another reason like when she said she couldn’t be without her catheter. 

6. Her refusal to let go of the catheter I think was another attempt to try and continue her stay at the facility.  For some reason Mrs. Schmidt does not want to leave the facility and she is trying to hold on to something so that she can stay there.  I do 
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 believe that she really cannot physically be without her catheter, but I think that emotionally she cannot be without it
. 
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�Start using a Title on the first page


�Spell it out the first time for nonmedical people


�I want you to use the info from your readings to answer these questions so you will need reference page and cites in the body





