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Taking care of my little cousins when I was young, I always had a passion for taking care of people.  My name is Erika Collins, I am 22 years old and I am attending Lakeview College of Nursing to become a pediatric nurse.  I attended Eastern Illinois University since the year of 2006. In the beginning of me making decisions on what occupation I wanted to pursue, I wanted to become a pediatrician or an obstetrician.  This decision changed my junior year of college because I do not want to attend school all those years and I had the wonderful opportunity of having an externship at Sarah Lincoln Bush Hospital and figured out that I did not want to pursue this major anymore.  

I have been living in Chicago, IL with my mother since I was born.   I was extremely thrilled about coming to college because I always wanted to strive for a better future than what my surroundings demonstrated.  I strive to work my best, which is why I believe I will do an excellent job in attending Lakeview.  My motivation to exceed my expectations that I have set for myself, comes from the struggles I face and have faced throughout my life.  Knowing that I am nurturing people and hopefully putting a smile on individuals’ faces, I know that this is my gift and I am so happy that I finally made a decision to enter into a wonderful and heart-warmed occupation.

My personal goal is to try and not procrastinate with doing my work for my courses.  To evaluate myself on making sure I am making a progress in my goal I plan on making a TO-DO LIST every week.  This will help me plan my schedule out for the week.  I believe my communication weakness is, if I don’t know a person it will be hard for me to introduce myself to that person.  If that person introduce themselves to me 
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this is how I will begin to talk to that person.  In order for my communication skills to develop, I feel that I should work on being more open with people and step outside of my shell and introduce myself first.  This will help me socialize more with different individuals.  I believe my personal and communication goals will progress over the semester if I continue to follow my plan by becoming more organized and socialize with other students.
