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In the event that a fire should erupt in the operating room the best practice is to adhere to the following steps: the fire causing agent should be removed to minimize further damage. Dependent upon where the fire is the patient may have to be subdued with towels or other agents if the fire originated surrounding the patient. Proper use of an appropriate fire extinguisher is imperative. A fire extinguisher can minimize that damage caused by the fire and allow for supportive personnel to arrive. In the event that the fire is not extinguished prompt evacuation and alert is needed. All lights must be left on and individuals moved horizontally to another place on the floor if safe.
Measures to prevent fires in the operating room setting include set policies, procedures and inspection of the operating room and equipment. Preparing the staff with policies prior to a fire ensures the swift and safe response that the team may have. In addition, routine maintenance and equipment checks may decrease the incidence of ineffective equipment. Additionally, restricting the use of flammable agents for anesthesia purposes and sterility may minimize fire risk as well, i.e. not allowing liquids to pool on areas on or surrounding the patient.

Safety concerns when manipulating lasers are similar others. The professionals need to ensure that equipment is maintained, stored and used properly. Single use of the foot pedal, appropriate watts for use and non-flammable solvents or topicals should be employed. Areas surrounding the laser should not contain unnecessary fluids as they can pose a hazard. Additionally, sufficient power should be transmitted to the laser to ensure proper use and not negligent tissue damage.
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Personnel managing the lasers should wear protective equipment such as eye wear, face and body shields depending on the type of laser used. Skin protectants and patient eye coverings should be worn also to prevent undue harm to the patient during the surgical process. Additional measures may need to be taken depending upon the procedure that is being conducted.
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