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When performing services in the surgical area it is imperative to ensure the safety of the patient and the surgical team from injury and liability issues. One way to which this can be accomplished is through safety measures with equipment and supplies. Methods to avoid count variances include: verifying sponge, sharps and instrument counts with 2 personnel including a registered nurse. Additionally counting items prior to surgery, during closure of cavities and permanent replacement of the circulating nurse requires counting.  Wound closure necessitates that sponge, sharps and equipment are counted. Documentation is a key element to safe guarding against patient safety error and liability. Documented counts provide physical evidence of equipment utilized and retrieved.

The use of AORN recommended practices establish a basis for facilities to be accountable to. It is the measure for which the health care team can ensure that patient safety standards can be achieved. AORN standards also provide a pillar to base protective liability measures. It can also alleviate stress among the staff when a set protocol is in place rather “guessed” or “traditionally done” practices.

Three measures that can promote safe use of electrosurgical equipment: proper inspection of the equipment, solo use by one professional of the foot pedal supplying power to the instrument and placing the tool in safe mode when not in use on a magnet pad to defer slippage. Each measure can be avoided by properly inspecting the equipment routinely and replacing necessary parts. Maintaining the single use of the power pedal by one surgeon decreases unnecessary power to the equipment thus minimizing tissue damage and fire risk. 

Potential risk associated with the use of monopolar electrosurgical equipment during minimal surgery is: insulation failure, direct current coupling and capacity coupling. Insulation failure indicates a failure in the continuity of insulation. Cracks or breaks in the insulation can lead to tissue damage and 
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prospective fire. Direct current coupling can occur when metal objects and the electrodes collide causing injury among surrounding tissues. Capacity coupling is the result of electricity flowing through a pass of least resistance that leads to injury. This is accomplished when the cannula and the metal tool encounter a conduit for easy travel to the least resistant area. All three methods pose varying levels of potential danger to the patient and team.
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