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Case Study Eleven
1.  According to the American Cancer Society, Hospice Care, 2011, “The goal of hospice is to help patients live their last days as alert and pain-free as possible. Hospice care tries to manage symptoms so that a person's last days may be spent with dignity and quality, surrounded by their loved ones. Hospice affirms life and neither hastens nor postpones death. Hospice care treats the person rather than the disease; it focuses on quality rather than length of life. Hospice care is family-centered -- it includes the patient and the family in making decisions” (“Hospice Care,” 2011). 	Comment by Mary: Not the right author and needs a page number for a direct quote
2. A patient can obtain a referral from their doctor or discharge planner if seeking hospice services after a hospital stay. They may also contact the department of health or social services as well as the state hospice organization to find a hospice agency that is right for them (“Hospice Care”, 2011).	Comment by Mary: Need correct author
3. “Hospice care is holistic: Hospice treats the whole person, not just the disease. It focuses on the needs of both the patient and the family. The health care team attends to practical needs such as insurance coverage, transportation, and assistance with bathing in addition to emotional and spiritual needs such as caregiver stress, grief, and fear of dying. Care is provided by an interdisciplinary team including the physician, psychologist, nurse, social worker, chaplain, pharmacist, nursing assistant, volunteers, nutritionist, and physical therapist” (“About Hospice Care”). 	Comment by Mary: Need correct author date and page nu
4. To qualify for Medicare benefits with hospice the patient’s doctor as well as the medical director of hospice must agree that the patient has 6 months or less to live. The patient is allowed 2-90 day certification periods followed by an unlimited number of 60 day certification periods. A doctor must re-certify the patient after each period for them to be eligible for another period (“Hospice Care,” 2011).	Comment by Mary: same
5. One of the major concerns for the hospice team is pain control. Patient’s show many different signs that they are in pain including high pulse rate, moaning, facial grimaces, and restlessness.  Hospice provides care to rid the patient of any pain they might have (“Hospice Care,” 2011).	Comment by Mary: same
6.  The hospice nurse can ensure Jane that she will do whatever she needs to do to make sure that she is as free from pain as possible. The nurse can educate Jane on the different methods of pain control and let Jane know that she is in charge of her pain management as long as she is able to be and if she feels that she needs some more medication, the nurse will do as Jane wishes. The nurse can let Jane know that her goal for Jane is to keep her pain free and comfortable. 
7. Jane is not giving up on her life; she is choosing to live the last days or months of her life as pain free as possible and alert to enjoy time with her family. She is choosing to have some control over her illness and the way she chooses to end her life. Your mother is doing what is best for her and her family. She is giving herself a way to control her pain so she is able to spend time with you and peacefully pass away. 
8. If Jane is able to make her own decisions she should be the one to accept or decline hospice services.  Jane can discuss the option with her family and make a decision from there.  If Jane is unable to make decisions on her own then her POA will make the choice.  
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