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There is a difference between cancer pain and end of life pain.  See comments 14.5
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1.Hospice care is usually sought out by those that accept that death is the final stage. The goal of hospice is to manage symptoms so that the patient passes with dignity, is in comfort, and is surrounded by loved ones. Hospice care aims to treat the person not the disease. It focuses on quality of life rather than quantity. This care is provided 24 hours a day 7 days a week. Care can be provided in home, or at a hospice facility. Hospice care is not only a nurse, it includes doctors, social workers, clergy members ect. Spiritual care is also provided to the patient according to his or her religious preferences (American Cancer Society, 2011).	Comment by Mary: Use a title here on this line
2. Jane can contact her doctor for her referral for hospice care, the hospice nurse will do an assessment prior to Jane being admitted to hospice. She should also contact state resources to find if the hospice service is accredited or not (American Cancer Society, 2011).
  Referrals for hospice care can be initiated by anyone who is interested in this type of care. In the past, physician referrals were the most common source of referrals. Discharge planners, nurses, social workers, and other members of the health care team can also contact the hospice agency. In many areas of the country and for many patients, self-referrals are becoming commonplace. It is important to know that individuals as well as families are permitted to request services for themselves. This is becoming a more common occurrence as the hospice movement continues to grow in the United States. As a nurse, you need to be aware of services available in your community and be able to make appropriate referrals as necessary in an effort to assist your patients interested in hospice care.

3. Hospice care provides more than just care for the symptoms. The interdisciplinary teams work to incorporate spirituality into the treatment. Also, this care provides bereavement care for the family is well. Hospice is 24 holistic care. The interdisciplinary team is responsible for making sure that all involved share information. This can include inpatient facility, the home care agency, the doctor, the pharmacists, clergy, and funeral directors. Hospice care providers can be reached at any time (American Cancer Society, 2011).
4. In order for Jane to qualify for hospice benefits, a doctor and hospice medical director must certify that the patient has less than 6 months to live if the disease runs its course. The doctor must re-certify the patient at the beginning of each benefit period which is two periods of 90 days each. Then an unlimited number of 60 day periods. The patient then signs a statement that she understands the illness and then wants to be admitted. By signing the statement, the patient declines Medicare Part A and chooses the Medicare hospice benefit for all care related to cancer. Medicare also pays for other illnesses as well (American Cancer Society, 2011).
5. Most cancer pain occurs when a tumor presses on bone, organ or other body tissues. Spinal cord compression can also happen. This occurs when the tumor spreads to the spinal cord and it becomes compressed. The first signs of spinal compression are back and neck pain. Also coughing and sneezing makes the pain worse. If this pain is present, treatment should be immediate because this tumor can cause paralysis. Bone pain occurs when the cancer has spread to the bones. Pain can also occur with procedures and surgeries. In cancer these pains are usually amplified. Peripheral neuropathy also causes pain. This condition refers to pain, burning, tingling, numbness, weakness, clumsiness, trouble walking, or unusual sensations in the hands and arms or legs and feet. Mouth sores can also result form chemotherapy (American Cancer Society, 2011).	Comment by Mary: This is for cancer pain
  The most common symptoms patients experience at the end of life include pain, diarrhea, depression, anxiety, nausea and vomiting, and cough.

6. The nurse should respond, “Hospice care revolves around making the terminally ill most comfortable as they are passing. They will ensure that your symptoms are alleviated and that you are as pain free as possible when you go. You are allowed to refuse any medications we give to relieve pain, however, hospice is based on making the last stage of life the most comfortable for the patient.”	Comment by Mary: Need pg nu or paragraph for a direct quoten  That is what the quote marks are for
 It is essential that the hospice nurse assess Jane’s prior knowledge of hospice care and pain management techniques utilized in end-of-life care. As a nurse, you would next assess Jane’s fear of pain, and the statement she made about “how she is going to die.” If she is comfortable discussing her disease and current condition, you can discuss disease progression. Many people have a need
to understand what is going to occur during this time. It is also important to teach Jane about measures that will be utilized to decrease pain while letting her know that every measure will be taken to decrease her level of pain while promoting quality of life. The goal of hospice is to promote comfort while maintaining personal dignity and independence.

7. The nurse should respond to the family by reminding the family that Jane has been evaluated by a physician and is most likely going to pass within six months. Also, the nurse should inform the family that this is Jane’s decision. She will be comfortable and given the appropriate care to aid in her comfort. 
8. The patient should make the decision regarding hospice care. In the event that the patient has been determined not able to make decisions for herself, the faculty should review if the patient has any advanced directives. In the case that there is an appointed Health Care Power of Attorney, the HCPOA should be allowed to make the decisions. If the patient has implemented the Five Wishes, this should be used in determining the care of the patient. If no advanced directives are provided, family members are allowed to choose the treatment for their ill family member (American Cancer Society, 2011).
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