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The Unsafe Driver
At this point in Jack’s interview, what other assessments might the nurse initiate within the confines of his home to evaluate driving risks?
	Have Jane ask Jack if he wears any glasses or ask when was the last time he got his eyes checked.  Jane can also ask Jack if his neck or back hurts while driving or after driving his car.
   You might want to also ask about Use of alcohol or illicit drugs, known vision and/or hearing problems, possession of a current driver’s license, and when renewal is due, along with the amount and quality of sleep.

What might be several environmental factors to discuss with Jack?
	Jane should talk to Jack about the weather and how he should be careful when driving in the rain or snow.  Jane should talk to Jack about not leaving the house at night because the elderly do not see as good when it gets dark.  
 Here are a few other things:  Road markings that are difficult to see or read, complex and confusing intersections, older vehicles that lack automatic safety features, and newer dashboard instrument panels with multiple displays. Unclean windshields, mirrors, and headlights.

What are six specific tests which the AMA recommends for Assessment of Driving-Related Skills (ADReS)?
	The different tests that the American Medical Association recommends for assessment of driving-related skills are: Snellen E chart, Visual fields by confrontation testing, Trail-making test, Clock drawing test, Rapid pace walk, Manual test of range of motion, and Manual test of motor strength (American Medical Association, 2010). 
Dealing with impaired older drivers can present ethical conflicts for the health care provider.  What are several potential ethical issues you think might arise in Jack’s situation?
	One ethical issue that might arise is if the doctor would have to tell Jack that he is too old to drive. Another issue is Jack taking more than one medication and taking multiple medications can impair his driving when he does not even notice it.  Safety can for other people maybe another issue.  
  Respect for the patient and for his decision to choose driving as a method of transportation and as a means of independence are important, as is patient confidentiality. Maintaining his autonomy while protecting his welfare with unsafe driving is challenging. He may become a “recluse” if unable to drive and with lack of social
stimulation experience depression. It has been shown that people who relinquish their driving privileges suffer a sense of loss. It threatens self-esteem and personal dignity, and it implies social disability and dependency on others.

What options for transportation might be suggested to Jack to explore?
	There are many other different options for Jack to get to where he needs to go besides driving himself.  Some options are: bus, asking for rides, carpooling, subway, taxi, and asking volunteer transportation for the elderly organizations.
Go to the following Web site and cite a source of transportation in your own community using Elder Care Locator services. http://www.eldercare.gov/Eldercare.NET/Public/Index.aspx
	A good place that will help elderly on transportation in Champaign, Illinois is East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging (East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging, 2012).	
How did the presence of cataracts adversely affect Jack’s ability to drive?
	Mayo Clinic staff (2012) reported that having cataracts may impair a person’s vision.  The symptoms of having cataracts are: clouded, blurred, or dim vision, increasing difficulty with vision at night, sensitivity to light and glare, seeing halos around lights, frequent changes in eyeglass or lens prescription, fading or yellowing of colors, and double vision in a single eye (Mayo Clinic staff, 2012). 
If Jack were a resident of your state, what would the Bureau of Motor Vehicles require of him? Address the following: (a) how often a license is to be renewed based on age, (b) renewal conditions (in person or not), and (c) if a vision test, written test, or road test is required.
	The state of Illinois requires Jack to renew his driver’s license every four years (Caring.com staff, 2010).  Jack would have to come in person to renew his license and if he had a traffic crash or moving violation then he would have to take a written or driving’s test (Caring.com staff, 2010). 
Use the following Web Site to compare and contrast your state with at least two others. http://www.caring.com/calculators/state-driving-laws (Caring.com staff, 2010).
If Jack were to live in the state of Michigan he will need to renew his license in person every 4 years (Caring.com staff, 2010).  Jack will need a vision test (Caring.com staff, 2010).  Jack does not need to take a written test unless his license has been expired for four or years (Caring.com staff, 2010).  Jack will not need to take a road test unless physical or mental condition indicates that he needs it (Caring.com staff, 2010).
If Jack were to live in the state of Delaware he would have to renew his license in person every 5 years (Caring.com staff, 2010).  Jack will need a vision test and does not have to take a written or road test (Caring.com staff, 2010).  Jack must pass his vision test to renew his license (Caring.com staff, 2010).  
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