


During Research Day last spring we heard about a research study undertaken by staff nurses at a hospital in Bloomington-Normal. The nurses wanted to determine which method of anesthetic caused the least amount of patient discomfort during the insertion of a peripheral IV catheter. Before they could do the study they had to develop a proposal to be approved by the hospital’s internal review board and administrators. That is what you will be doing for your final assignment in this class…developing a research proposal regarding the assigned topic of:          

Childhood Obesity.

Throughout the semester many of the research articles we will be working with deal with the topic of childhood obesity. By Week 10 (Spring Break Week) you should have a good idea about a research study you would like to develop and propose. You don’t need to re-invent the wheel or try to change the world with this project. This means that I expect you to use previous research on this topic to develop your own proposal. One of my goals for this assignment is that you begin to see that nursing research is not as formidable as you might think. 

Burns and Grove (2010) note that a research proposal includes an introduction, a literature review, and a discussion of the methodology and framework of the proposed study (p. 643). These are the components that your proposal will include. The research proposal assignment is divided into three (3) major parts: 

1. Development of a research question (due 3/27)
2. Development of a literature review (due 4/11)
3. Development of the proposal’s framework and methodology (due 4/24)


You will receive feedback from me for each of these sections and will then turn in the complete, final version of your proposal by May 1st.

You are receiving this information now, at the beginning of the semester, because the work we do from now up until we begin the research proposal impacts this final assignment. 



Cindy
