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The typical image of a nurse is someone who helps or aids doctors in the healing of an individual. However, according to Beth Perry Black (2011), it is almost impossible to give an exact definition to nurses because there is so much more to nurses than what is seen on the surface .  A nurse is caring, hard-working, educated, passionate, reliable, selfless, a team player, and trustworthy. Nurses are not only expected to be professional and respectful to their patients but to their coworkers as well; this not only includes being prompt, but also completing all their work on time so it does not become a coworker’s responsibility. 
	A professional nurse should always be striving to be better, whether that’s becoming more educated or going the extra mile to ensure a patient’s comfort. For example, one nurse was checking a four year olds vitals, however, he had Kawasaki disease and was incredibly uncomfortable and irritable. Instead of getting frustrated with the boy, the nurse had him help participate in the examination by having him check over a stuffed dinosaur while she examined him. After that, she was then able to proceed through evaluation with ease (Baker & McLellen, 2011). This specific nurse thought outside the norm, and was able to take a difficult situation and turn it into something positive, this is something that every nurse should strive to do. Professional nurses should also continuously be looking to further their education so that they can be prepared for any given circumstance that they encounter in their everyday life. According to Allnurses.com, 
“A nurse commits to being the embodiment of altruism, charisma, empathy, and knowledge applied to the enterprise of protection, promotion, and enhancement of the holistic health states of all persons. This includes, and is not limited to a nurse’s practice in the professional arena, but also a nurse takes this proclivity outside the workplace to uphold these ideals.” (Philosophy of Nursing, 2010, para 1). 
	A nurse’s main focus and dedication should be to her patient but her colleagues should be next in line. Nursing is a job that never stops, no matter what the weather is or holiday it is, someone always has to be on duty. Ruby Vee (2011), was recalling a time when of her valued coworkers was getting married and everybody wanted to attend the wedding but some of them still had to work. Thirteen nurses were scheduled for the night shift but only six of them ended up working, the other seven called in sick with the flu. A manager who also attended the wedding, snapped a picture of six of the “sick” nurses trying to catch the bouquet at the wedding, and the following Monday, all six were in her office signing letters of reprimand (Vee, 2011). Somebody always has to work, and it is very disrespectful to colleagues whenever they are left short-handed because another coworker wanted to spend Christmas at home. Being dependable and reliable is a big part of the job of being a nurse. 
	It is very important in the field of nursing to complete assigned work. If it is failed to be completed, it not only could be detrimental to the patient’s health, but it is also disrespectful to coworkers. One journal from allnurses.com (2010), talked about how she failed to suction a patient prior to surgery. The patient had had an open neck stoma with a catheter that lead into the stomach, with bulb drains around his neck. The nurse in charge of him had never encountered a patient like this and was unsure how to suction him. She had asked the night nurse what to do, but she too was unsure and gave the advice to let him be. The patient was in no respiratory pain so the attending nurse took the night nurses advice and did not complete her duties. This not only was neglectful nursing to her patient but also to the surgeon, who then had to take on the responsibility on top of performing the surgery (Know Thyself: Prevent Mistakes). 
	There are many different fields of nursing, which is another reason why defining a nurse a challenge, but each field should have dedicated nurses. Every nurse has different responsibilities and job descriptions. No matter what the job includes the nurse should always put their patients first at all times. Every definition of a nurse should include ethical, hard-working, and intuitive. 
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