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This week in clinical Ashley and I were assigned to a nurse on the ICU.  We were assigned two patients.  One patient was brought in from the emergency department the night before for a drug overdose and possible suicide.  The other patient has COPD and needed hospitalization due to being short of breath.  The first patient was lethargic and hard to arouse but was still oriented x3.  I had the opportunity to sit in on the nurse’s assessment which took awhile due to the patient’s level of consciousness.  


The second patient was on oxygen and nebulizer treatments.  It was interesting to see how the ICU nurses work very close with respiratory therapy and how a team or healthcare professionals manage the care of their patients.  


Ashley and I also had the opportunity to go down to the ED to see a patient being admitted.  The ER seems like 10 minutes of everyone running around in a frenzy trying to stabilize the patient followed by everyone except the nurse exiting the room at the same time.  The patient was brought in due to respiratory distress and was intubated in the ED.  We saw the same patient from the ER admitted to the ICU.  Three other nurses and I had the opportunity help the nurse due an initial assessment.  The nurse included the students in the assessment and asked us questions along with answering any questions that we had.

The clinical was good and allowed me to see a little of what ICU nurses do and how their day runs.  

