Running head: CASE STUDY 16.4 HOSPICE CARE
CASE STUDY 16.4 HOSPICE CARE		2


Haley you need to use the organization name for the author on these sites and the page number or last reviewed date  is on the bottom of the page usually but there was one of yours that did not have a date.  Remember the title on ref pg is usually in italic unless it is a journal or a chapter in a book  
13.5/15



Haley Tappendorf
Case Study 16.4 Hospice Care
Lakeview College of Nursing








Case Study 16.4 Hospice Care
1.  “Hospice care treats the person rather than the disease; it focuses on quality rather than length of life” (American Cancer Society, n.d., Hospice Care). It is no designed to prolong or shorten a person’s life. It is simply designed to make sure that the last days this person spends on earth are as comfortable as possible. 	Comment by Mary: Just use the organization name here and the date which is 2012 which was on the bottom of the page  need pg nu for direct quote
2. Jane can obtain a referral for hospice care by either calling the hospice care directly or asking her doctor. If she calls the hospice care directly they will contact her physician to obtain a referral. If she asks her doctor about it he can give her referral to hospice care. 
3. “Hospice care is a family-centered approach that includes, at a minimum, a team of doctors, nurses, home health aides, social workers, chaplains, counselors, and trained volunteers” (The Hospice Team, n.d.). Additional resources include speech therapists, occupational therapists, and physical therapists on an as needed basis. 	Comment by Mary: Need organization name here and a pg nu or a paragraph number 
4. The Medicare hospice benefit is intended for people who have a diagnosis of terminally ill with a life expectancy of 6 months or less. If the doctor determines that Jane’s life expectancy is less than 6 months to live she is eligible for Medicare hospice benefits. However Jane wants to live for another year to see her granddaughter get married. If she intends to partake in life prolonging care such as treatment to cure her illness, she will not be eligible for the medicare hospice benefits. (Paying for Hospice, n.d.). 
5. The most common symptoms associated with end of life care include discomfort and pain. Hospice is aimed at relieving these symptoms while allowing the patient to still remain alert enough to enjoy the life they have left. (Hospice Care Services, n.d.)	Comment by Mary: Does not match reference title and need organization here
 Just to add a few more: The most common symptoms patients experience at the end of life include pain, shortness of breath or dyspnea, anorexia and cachexia, fatigue, constipation, diarrhea, depression, anxiety, nausea and vomiting, and cough.

6.  As a nurse, I would inform Jane that the goal of hospice care is to provide “comfort and dignity and end of life” (Warring, & Krieger-Blake, 2010, p.755). Her hospice team would do everything n their power to ensure that her death would be as peaceful as possible. 
7. Since Jane is eligible for hospice care, it would mean that her illness is terminal. Hospice is not designed to hasten death. In many cases, it can alleviate the symptoms and lead to a better end of life experience with less pain. It can allow the person to enjoy the time they have left.
8. While Jane may take her family’s concerns into consideration it is ultimately her choice to accept or decline hospice benefits while she remains in good cognitive function. If Jane’s children are having a hard time accepting it, I would suggest social work to come help them understand hospice and why their mother has chosen hospice. 
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