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Case Study 7.3 Somatosensory Disturbances
1. Mrs. Stokes could be having an adverse reaction to the morphine she is receiving by IV. Because of her age, she is more likely to experience toxicity of morphine related to a reduced first pass effect and ineffective elimination of the drug. 	Comment by Mary: APA is double spaced

And why is the page number clear over here?
2. In order to stop the visual hallucinations, the morphine overdose must be controlled. The first thing to be done would be to stop the morphine treatment. Additionally, the nurse may anticipate that the physician prescribe Narcan to reverse the effects of the morphine. The pain will return once the Narcan quickly begins to work so it is important to have another pain managing regimen available to begin as quickly as possible whether it is a different medication or guided imagery. Cite your sources
Change in her pain medication, lowering her pain medication dose, treating her
hallucinations, or changing the route by which her morphine is administered
3. It is unknown whether Mrs. Stokes has a history of drugs or alcohol abuse. Withdrawal from alcohol, cocaine, or methamphetamine commonly presents in visual hallucinations of insects crawling. At this point, it is important to get her history of abuse because substance abuse and withdrawal could be the cause of her hallucinations. Cite source
Sleep disturbances, dementia, delirium, and migraines.
4. Seroquel blocks dopamine and serotonin receptors and relieves both the positive and negative symptoms of psychosis. It is taken orally and is metabolized by the liver. It can be taken without regard to meals. There are some adverse reactions associated with seroquel including drowsiness,dizziness, constipation, headache, orthostatic hypotension, and weight gain. May take several weeks to be effective. Avoid drinking grapefruit juice.  Source??
5. Parkinson’s disease is a neurotransmission system abnormality that has to do with abnormal dopamine levels. Since Seroquel blocks dopamine receptors, it is also beneficial for patients with Parkinson’s disease. Source?
6. I would tell Carol that there are numerous causes for visual hallucinations which are by definition the perception of an object or event in the absence of an external stimulus. I would tell Carol that her grandmother is in a temporary state of delirium due to her medical condition, and drug effects. I would be sure to remind Carol that the delirium is acute.
Either the lack of sleep or the pain medications or the time she was under anesthesia
may have caused her brain to be “irritated.” She is most likely to experience
these hallucinations when she is drowsy.
7. I would instruct Carol to stay calm and use a calming and reassuring voice with her grandmother. It is important to bring patients suffering from delirium back to reality slowly and sensitively. Explain to the hallucinating person that you do not hear or see what they see and always offer support, encouragement, and patience. Never rush the person and instead try to distract them with something to keep their mind off the hallucination such as music or television. Source??
8. I would tell Mrs. Stokes that future hallucinations are always a possibility but they seem to be under control for now. I would tell her to remain cautious when trying new drugs in the future and warn those around her of possible side effects to look for. Source???
9. It is important that Mrs. Stokes drugs be maintained closely to prevent future overdoses and future hallucinations. Source??  
Make sure she gets adequate rest, balanced with activity. Involve her in family activities. Avoid opioid pain medications.
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