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Case Study Nine
     If a patient is unable to afford care on their own I would refer them to a local or county clinic.  There are several clinics set up by churches and hospitals that offer basic care to help people out who cannot afford care else where.  Social Security is also a program that can help older people afford the cost of health care and prescriptions when their retirement savings alone cannot cover it.  Medicare is also part of Social Seruirty that helps to provide some sort of universal health care for the elderly. (Mauk, 2010)	Comment by Mary: spelling	Comment by Mary: spelling
     The nurse could begin looking for funding by seeing what sort of help they are getting from social security.  The person can look for help with Medicare and Medicade.  They can also look to see if there are any samples of medications that the person is on so that the patient can use the samples on the months where money is really tight and they are unable to afford them.  The drug companies and representatives can supply these clinics with samples.  Not only does it let people who can afford the medicine get to try it but it helps out the people who cannot. (Mauk, 2010)	Comment by Mary: spelling
     There are several sources a nurse could go to in the community to look for assistance addressing the issue.  The nurse could go to the town government and see if there is any money in a budget that could go to health care.  Another way to go would be to look at local churches and charities to see what kind of funds could be found there.  A more hands on approach would be to start a fund for the clinic.  A charity event could be held and a fund could be opened up for people to donate. 
     There are several problems that become more common as people age.  The incidence of dementia goes up with age.  Osteoporosis and arthritis become more common as people age as well.  Elderly patients are also at risk for greater harm from things such as the flu the clinic would likely see a high demand for vaccines for the flu shot. (Taylor, Lilis, LeMone, & Lynn, 2011)
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