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Case Study 16.4: Module 11
1. Hospice care has many goals that all members of the health care team should keep in mind. They include: a mission to improve end of life care, vision of families and patients experiencing the best end of life care available, and values of service, respect, excellence, collaboration, and stewardship (NHPCO, 2012).	Comment by Mary: You have to spell it out first in the ref page before you can use just initials here but then the address you used is the same as another cite you used not these initials
2. She can get a referral from her family doctor, but the doctor must have determined that her life expectancy is 6 months of less (About hospice care).	Comment by Mary: Use organization name
3. Services that are provided by the hospice interdisciplinary team include: the attending physicians, nurses that specialize in pain management, social work, spiritual counselor, pharmacist and dieticians.
4. No answer
5. There are a various symptoms that a patient can experience during their last hours of life. Weakness/fatigue, decreasing appetite and food/water intake, pain, loss of ability to close eyes, and neurological dysfunction (About hospice care).	Comment by Mary: Use organization as author
6. I believe that there a few things that the nurse can say to her, but I think the most important one would be asking the patient to explain exactly what she is scared of. Yes, she said she is scared of the way she will die, but what way of passing away is she really worried about or is she worried that it is going to be painful. By asking here to better explain this will allow the nurse to help her more.
  It is essential that the hospice nurse assess Jane’s prior knowledge of hospice care and pain management techniques utilized in end-of-life care. As a nurse, you would next assess Jane’s fear of pain, and the statement she made about “how she is going to die.” If she is comfortable discussing her disease and current condition, you can discuss disease progression. Many people have a need to understand what is going to occur during this time. It is also important to teach Jane about measures that will be utilized to decrease pain while letting her know that every measure will be taken to decrease her level of pain while promoting quality of life. The goal of hospice is to promote comfort while maintaining personal dignity and independence.
7. As a future nurse I would explain to the patients family that she isn’t giving up, but it can help her to feel better while she is dying. I would also ask the family if they have any more concerns about their mother accepting hospice care and address any other concerns. By addressing other concerns the family has will let them know that I am just as concerned about their mothers care as they are.
8. I personally believe that Jane should be responsible for making the decisions about her health. If her family is worried about her condition worsening they should encourage her to draw up a living will or get a power of attorney to make the decisions for her if she becomes unable to. 
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