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Introduction 
The subject of this assignment is Brenda Jones. She emigrated at the age of 23 from the island of Trinidad to Brooklyn, New York in 1966. She came to the United States single and without the benefit or support of any family members or friends. Brenda was alone and scared but she knew she wanted to provide a better life for herself and her future family. She realized that with hard work and dedication her dreams could become a reality.
Early life
Brenda was born in Fyzabad in the country of Trinidad. Her mother’s name was Orale and her father’s name was Clement. Brenda had five brothers and no sisters. The first home she remembers was a small house on the side of a hill with only two bedrooms and with red and white paint. Brenda unfortunately doesn’t have any items that she had as a child except for a few pictures of herself when she was a young girl with her family. Her nickname growing up was “Girly” and she got that nickname because she had five brothers and she was the only girl in the family. Brenda doesn’t remember the names of the schools she attended in Trinidad. She does remember though that they were small and only had a few students. Brenda said that she was a “Tom boy” growing up. She said she liked to do “boy things” like play outside with balls and toys and such. Brenda’s cousin Mary said that Brenda would always like to throw the ball around just like she was a boy. Brenda would like to tussle and fight with the boys too Mary said. She would always come home dirty and muddy. Mary also said that all of the girls wore dresses and that Brenda hated to wear her dress. She wanted to wear “longpants” and never liked putting on dresses. Brenda was very popular and had lots of friends growing up. Her best friends as a child and who she still keeps in touch with today are Catherine and Marsha. Some of her other friends were John, Ellen and Orville. 
Brenda said she never had much time for hanging out or going to the beach because she said she worked too hard. Brenda said in those days the women cooked, cleaned and took care of the house. Brenda was always cooking. Since her mother worked Brenda had to learn how to cook at a young age. She knew how to fix entire meals when she was around 10 years old. She knew how to do everything in the kitchen including getting the meat. She said she could kill the chicken by either cutting its head off or twisting its neck. She would then pluck the feathers, cut it, gut it, clean it and cook it. She would prepare excellent meals for the entire family. She also did other “women duties” as Brenda called it. Brenda was always doing housework and she had to clean up behind her father and brothers. She also had to do the family’s laundry with her mother. Brenda said that she and her mother would have such a long walk down the mountain to the river to do the laundry. They washed the clothes on a wooden tool and she would use a blue soap called lye soap. She said that the blue soap would sometimes stain her hands if she didn’t rinse it off well. Brenda said out of all the chores she had to accomplish that doing the laundry was the hardest job. Walking down and then back up the mountains with all the laundry was really hard and she said the laundry was so very heavy. Brenda said “I hated doing the laundry, there was so much that I felt it would never end”. 
Brenda said she loved to play with animals. Her family had goats, pigs and chickens. She said they didn’t have dogs but there were many stray dogs in the village and she would take care of them. Mary said that Brenda always seemed to be petting or playing with animals. Mary said there was one particular goat that was so mean. This mean old goat would snarl and spit at everyone except for “Girly”. Mary said that “Girly” loved that goat and that goat loved “Girly”. One day the goat died and “Girly was heartbroken. Brenda said “I remember that.” She then started laughing and said she loved that goat.
Brenda really didn’t like school work that much. She said “I was always busy taking care of the house that I never had much time for schoolin”. Plus Brenda said that in her day girls were not encouraged to go to school like they are now. The girls had to care for the home and make sure things were running smoothly. Brenda did say she liked reading though. She said she always liked reading things about American. She would daydream often about going to American and living the “good life”. She said she knew at a young age that she wanted to go to the United States. Mary said that Brenda always talked about leaving Trinidad and going to America. Brenda would always hear and read great things about American and how wonderful it is. She said he didn’t want her mother’s life. She didn’t want to cook and clean for other people the rest of her life. Brenda wanted to dress nice and work in an office building. She wanted something better. There was an older woman named Ms. Ann from Brenda’s village that moved to America before Brenda was born. She would come back to the village were Brenda lived every summer to visit her family and friends still there. Brenda would always notice how nice this woman was dressed and that she always brought back gifts for her family and other people in the village. Ms. Ann would always look so happy and free. Brenda noticed that her hands were not rough and she always wore makeup and her face looked clean and fresh. Brenda said to herself “I want to be like Ms. Ann when I grow up”. 
Brenda dropped out of school in her early teens to get a job and care for her family. There were a lot of oil companies and refineries in Trinidad. So many young teenagers including Brenda left school and worked in the refinery. There were many young teenagers that should have been in school but weren’t because they had to work to help their family and unfortunately Brenda was no exception. Brenda said all the females that worked there were quarantined into one section of the factory. She said she hated working in that factory. She didn’t like the work, the smell or how dirty she got every day. However Brenda had a plan and she knew that this wouldn’t be her life. It wouldn’t last forever she would always say to herself. Brenda said “I knew one day I would get out of there.” Every time Brenda got paid she had to give her father some money. However she was allowed to keep some and of this money she saved every penny. Brenda thought she would never get enough money for her plan to come true but she persevered and was consistent with her savings. Finally, one day Brenda knew her dream was almost a reality. Brenda had saved enough money to move to America. Once she realized she was going to start a new life she told her family her intentions. Her parents were upset especially her father and he forbade her to go. Brenda said “my father told me I was crazy and I couldn’t go” but I was determined to go to America. After a few months of “debate” as Brenda called it her patents finally relented and allowed her to go. The village gave her a going away party and Brenda was about to begin the journey of her life. Consequently at the age of 23 Brenda bought a one-way ticket to the United States and landed in New York City in the spring of 1966. Brenda said “when I first landed in New York I was so excited but scared and nervous all at the same time.” Everything was new to Brenda also she had never been away from her family before. Brenda didn’t know anyone when she came to America. However, Brenda was always a go getter and hard worker and she knew she would make it. She moved to Brooklyn and lived in a rooming house and immediately started looking for a job. Brenda said” I hated working in that factory back in Trinidad and I knew I wanted to dress up and go to work.” Brenda said she wanted to do office work but didn’t have any experience. On her interviews she stretched the truth about her experience and got an office job her first week in America. Brenda had never used a typewriter before nor had she ever answered a phone either. Brenda said “we didn’t have a telephone growing up and the only phone in her village was at the local store”. However Brenda was determined to excel at her job subsequently she came into work early and stayed late and within two years she was promoted and had people working under her. Brenda was somewhat content and happy with her life at this point. She would send money back to her family now and again. Also since Brenda was friendly and outgoing she easily made friends in this new county therefore she had a large support group to help her when needed. After a few years, Brenda finally was comfortable in America and felt she made the right decision to leave her family. She had a great job and a good support group of people to depend on however something was missing in her life. Brenda said “everything was going great except that I wanted to get married and start a family”. In the summer of 1970 Brenda meet her future husband Bill at a friend’s cook out. She said when I first meet him I thought that he was so nice and sweet. Brenda and Bill got married at Niagara Falls in the fall of 1971. After a few years of marriage Brenda had her only child in 1974. Brenda said “when Deborah was born my life changed, I was so happy and my life was complete”. She came to this country with nothing but the clothes on her back and in less than ten years she had a great job, a loving husband and a wonderful child. 
After the birth of Deborah, Brenda felt that she could now fully concentrate on her career. Although Brenda never went to college she took every training course and training class her company offered. Brenda said “I knew that if I worked hard good things would come”. She also said “I’m from the islands, we are working people.” Consequently in a few years Brenda was the executive secretary for some of the most powerful people in her company.  Brenda loved her job and never called out sick. Her friend Violet said “Brenda would never take a sick day at work; she loved that job.” As the years have gone by Brenda and Bill have gotten old and Deborah now has a few kids of her own. Brenda is now a grandmother and loves every chance she gets to see her “grands” as she calls them. Brenda says “I love seeing my grands they make me so happy”. When Brenda retired her company gave her a very nice party. She worked there for over 40 years and sometimes she still wishes she was there.  Brenda said “I do miss my job and the people; I wish I could go in a few days a week and work with everybody again.” However Brenda now lives in Miami, Fl with Bill. Deborah, her husband and the grands live only about an hour away so Brenda still spends time with her family often. Brenda said “I guess I am supposed to like the retired life but I like to work.” Therefore Brenda does volunteer work at the local church and at a community center. She also spends lots of times with the grands. She said “I live for these children now”. Brenda does go back to Trinidad quite often. She brings gifts to her family and friends that still live in the same village she grew up in. Brenda is now like the woman she idolized when she was a young child. Brenda says “I get to bring nice gifts back to friends and family; I’m like Ms. Ana now”.
Interesting Information about Brenda
Her parents and three of her brothers are deceased but she has two brothers that still live in Trinidad and a whole host of relatives that now live here in the United States. Brenda said “I was the first one to come to this country but now I have so much family here in America. It feels like home”. Brenda laughed when asked about her first date. She said a lady doesn’t discuss “those things”. Brenda first learned how to drive while in Trinidad. All the cars were stick shift and they drive on the opposite road like in England. Her brothers taught her how to drive. She said it was very scary at first because there were many skinny roads on the sides of the mountains so you had to be very careful. However she said that after a while you get use to it and it is not that bad at all. She doesn’t remember the first movie she saw but she does remember seeing “Gone With The Wind” as a child. She said “I loved that movie so much.” Brenda didn’t go to college. She stated that in her day the people from her village didn’t go to college because college was for “the rich”. Brenda said she didn’t have any hobbies going up. Brenda said “we had to work; we didn’t have time for such foolishness like the young people of today”. The only disease that she knows about that runs in her family is breast cancer. Brenda, her mother and her aunt had it. Brenda was really not into politics she said “I really don’t get involved in that stuff but I loved John Kennedy; he was a good man.” She also said “I remember crying back in my country when he was murdered.” Brenda said she is most proud of being a good wife, raising a lovely daughter and having beautiful grands. Brenda said that she has had a wonderful life and has accomplished a lot. However she said “I don’t want to leave this earth for a long time”. 
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