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HTML stands for hypertext markup language. HTML as it is commonly known is a language that is used to produce documents for the World Wide Web. Basically HTML is the language that creates web pages. HTML contains a plethora of attributes to make web pages work and look nice including background color, the actual text, the text color and images. HTML including everything a webpage is made of. HTML tells web browsers such as Internet Explorer and Firefox how to display these hyperlinks, images and text on the webpage.  To view how any web page was created just “right click” on any web page you may currently be on and “click” view source in Internet Explorer or view page source in Firefox.
The “hard drive” is where information is stored and retrieved on a computer. I liken it to a refrigerator. You can open and close it to put food in or take food out. That is just like a hard drive because you can add information to it or retrieve it. Like a refrigerator a hard drive has a limited amount of space. The common size for hard drives nowadays is measured in Gigabytes which is “GB” for short. One gigabyte is 1024 megabytes which is “MB” for short and a terabyte is 1024 gigabytes. Most need laptop computers currently should have between 250GB to 500GB of hard drive space. To find out the size of your hard drive go to “My Computer” or “Computer” from the start button “right click” your “C” drive and “click” on properties and you will be able to see the size of your hard drive and the amount of used space and free space. You might have a “D” drive as well. That could be a separate hard drive or it could be the same hard drive but was partitioned or sectioned off. Once you hard drive is filled to its capacity you can no longer add information and the computer will move really really slow until you delete or compress information. You can improve the efficiency of your hard drive by running a “defrag”. A defrag is a process that will basically condenses your hard drive and makes it run faster.
To “boot” your computer means for it to turn on. When you boot your computer your operating system is engaged and your computer will turn on. The term “reboot” means your computer will turn off and then it will turn back on. There is a certain process that happens when the computer is booted. The first main step when the computer is turned on is that the motherboard is engaged and the instructions are gathered from the ROM bios. There are then some checks and test that are run. The bios starts up the video bios and then the system configuration is displayed. There are a few more checks and then the bios can boot the computer from the hard drive or a number of other ways. Once the computer is booted you will be able to view your desktop.
The term “default” is used a number of ways in computing. It can be used for a web browser, a mail client, a hard drive or a certain configuration say in the application Word. Default just means a setting that is already set when you boot your computer. Therefore if you don’t change any variable the default setting is what is already present. Changing someone’s default web browser or internet home page are two very common requests.
The term “toggle” simply means to go back and forth between screens. For example if you have two documents you are working on. One document might be an Excel document and the other document could be a Word document. If you “toggle” you are going back and forth between the documents. The word document will be fully open on the screen and then you can “toggle” and then the Excel document will become open on the screen. Usually you can create a “toggle” button with by creating “hot keys” which can be one single key or a combination of keys.
The term “byte” is a unit of data used by computer. Every piece of information can be broken down into a bit.  There are 8 bits in a byte. Therefore a byte is also known as an octet.  A byte is how the central processing unit organizes each whole single character. There are roughly 1,000,000 bytes in a megabyte. There are approximately 1000 megabyte is a gigabyte. There are approximately 1000 gigabytes in a terabyte.
A “bit “is the smallest unit of measure and storage used by a computer.  It is a binary digit which means it is either a one or a zero. Therefore it is either a “yes” for a 1 or a “no” for a 0. Eight bits equal on byte, which equals the smallest character a computer will read. All electrical devices use bits.
CPU means central processing unit is the brains of the computer. It is also called a processor.  It is the part of the computer that actually does the work. It tells all the devices on the computer what to do and when to do it. Older computers will have only one processor and newer computers will have 2 or sometimes 4 processors. If you right click on “My Computer” and then left click on ‘Properties” you will notice the type of processor your computer has. Intel Pentium Processor and AMD Athlon are the most popular and productive CPUs on the market.  
The “memory” is the physical part of the computer that programs and devices run off of. The amount of memory of the computer might be the most important factor in determining how fast a computer runs. If you don’t have enough memory on your computer and do more than one application or program at a time your computer will freeze up. Your computer will continue to do the first task “in the back ground” you requested and then it will do the second task once the first task is complete. Therefore the more memory you have on your computer the better your computer will run. Your computer will be able to process multiple commands at the same time which is called ‘multi-tasking”. There are two types of memory the ROM, which means read access memory and the RAM, which means random access memory. The RAM memory is your computers “short-term” memory. It is where you computer stores short term information and instructions. For some reason is the power goes out whatever information you had stored in the RAM will disappear. ROM memory can’t be changed or removed.
The “cache” is how the computer stores data so it can retrieve it faster when it needs it. Suppose you have a refrigerator and a cooler. You are in your backyard with your cooler and you want a soda. It would be faster to get the soda out of the cooler, which is the cache, because it is next to you and you don’t have to go back to the refrigerator. Cache makes you computer run faster. Also have you ever noticed when you go to a website the first time it takes longer then each subsequent time you go there? Well after you go to the site the first time the computer puts the website in its cache therefore the next time you go there it comes up a lot faster because it was cached.
Input devices are peripheral items that give the computer information. Output devices are peripheral items that remove information from the computer. Some examples of input devices are keyboards, mice, scanner and video game controller. Some examples of output devices are monitors, speakers and printers.
The “bandwidth” is also called the data transfer rate. It is simply the amount of data that can be transmitted at one time. The higher the bandwidth the more data that is available to be pushed through. Bandwidth is very valuable when someone uses the internet. People want to be able to send and receive a high amount of data. A slow bandwidth will impede this. Years ago a dial up modem offered the greatest bandwidth. Nowadays most people have access to a greater bandwidth which is called broadband. Broadband is just a term that means high bandwidth. “Broadband” was first used with DSL. Now cable companies and phone companies provide this service.  Cable companies such as Comcast and Mediacom offer high speeds to meet the demands of the public. The data is run on the same cable lines as the ones used for the television.  However Verizon’s Fios which uses fiber optic lines is much faster than the speeds offered via cable. The one big drawback of Fios is that it is not available to many people because dedicated lines have to be installed for it to work. You can test the current speed of your computer by going here. http://www.speakeasy.net/speedtest/     You will notice your upload (the amount of data you can upload per second) is greater than you download speed.

