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Qualitative Research Paper
	The nursing process and the research process are both similar in that both are broken down into steps (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011).  Finding the key component of deciphering a research article is also similar to finding out a nursing diagnosis for a patient (Rebar et al., 2011).  The patient’s subjective description is always the most valuable piece of information in solving a problem, just as subjectivity is an important variable in qualitative research.
Summary
A study was conducted to explore different nursing students and their experiences with the clinical setting (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  This was significant because it pertained nurses in general (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  This particular study focused on 90 nursing students who were obtaining their bachelor’s degree from a program that consisted of 200 nursing students (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  They chose 30 different students from each year of school at Shiraz University of Medical Sciences for the study (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The majority of the subjects for the study were female students between the ages of 18-25 years old that were single (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The students were split up into groups that consisted of 10 people in each group and were each asked open-ended questions regarding their nursing and clinical experiences (Masoumi & Sharif, 2005).  Data analysis of the focus groups consisted of tape recording, transcribing, non-verbal communication and behaviors from the students, etc. (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  Also, an observer was present to assist the researcher in observing the students and to help take notes when needed (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  A method of coding was used to compare data with other types of data present (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The major finding of the study is that nursing students want to take full advantage of clinicals as this is a huge learning opportunity for them (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  Effective skill teaching is important as this can increase student learning and education (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005). 
Problem/Purpose
	The problem of this article was not clearly stated, but was concisely implicated that there was insufficient insight to nursing students’ views of clinical education (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The problem was researchable and was done so by surveying 90 nursing students at random (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The problem is significant to nursing, because it directly involves nursing students.
Conceptual Framework and Review
	A conceptual framework of research outlines possible courses of action or to present a preferred approach to an idea or thought (Rebar et al., 2005). This study was based on a framework of tape recording, transcribing, non-verbal communication and behaviors from the students (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The framework fit the problem because it directly addressed the nursing students’ perspectives of the problem.  Concepts and relationships of the study (who were completing the surveys (nursing students) and to what relationships they were evaluating (non-verbal communication with the nursing staff of different clinical sites) ) were identified (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005). 
	The review was appropriate, thorough and organized because it addressed who and where each piece of new information came from within the article (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  In regards to when the article was written (2005), current research was included (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  In regards to the year 2012, current research was not included (no citations within six years).  The research was well critiqued because there was a researcher who facilitated the groups who were participating in the study and a public health graduate observer was present who was not known to the researcher or the participants (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  A theory-practice gap was present within the study as evidence by students admitting some form of lack of integration within the study (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  
Research Question/Hypothesis
	The question of how to better clinical education for nursing students was clearly stated (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The question was researchable as stated and a study was able to be performed (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The question has everything to do with the “problem”, discussion, literature and framework, as they all relate to bettering nursing students’ clinical education experiences (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).
Variables and Design
	The dependent variable in this study was the final outcome, which was whether or not nursing students’ had a positive clinical experience (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The independent variables identified in this article included the nursing students, the places in which they had clinical experiences, the knowledge in which they attained from theory and clinicals, the observer, the researcher, and the teachers (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  Conceptual definitions included the opinions of nursing students in regards to clinical experiences (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  There were no operational definitions noted within the study.   The controlled (independent) variable was the observer who was not known to the researcher or the nursing students (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The observer also was an extraneous variable, because he did not affect the study (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  Intervening variables within the study included the nursing students and their knowledge, the head nurses that they were working alongside/under, and their teachers (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005). 
The design in which the project revolved around was a data collection technique (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  The design was appropriate for the research problem because it surveyed what the problem was asking, which was nursing students’ opinions on clinical experiences (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).  Internal validity is addressed within the results section, as the results showed a theoretical practice gap among the students (Sharif & Masoumi, 2005).
Sample
The sample that is used within this research study is appropriate for the topic that is being considered.  However, the sample that is being used is not representative of the population. Usually qualitative studies tend to use fewer than 50 participants (Rebar et al., 2011).  Going off of the definition that is provided by the text there are too many participants within this study; however the complexity of the phenomenon at interest may allow there to be 90 participants in the sample being researched.  
					Data Collection 
The data collection approach that was used in this study was a focus group method.  According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) (2008), a focus group is defined as a group of 6 to 12 people who share similar or common characteristics.  There are 90 out of 200 nursing students that were selected; 30 students from second year, 30 students from third year and 30 students from their fourth year of nursing.  These 90 students were placed in 9 groups each with 10 students in them.  This data collection approach is appropriate for this specific study.  All of the students selected have begun their clinical experiences, and have some knowledge of what goes on and how they feel during a clinical experience.   
The main objective of this study is to get a nursing students view of the clinical practice.  Therefore, obtaining the opinions and views of their experiences from three different levels of nursing students, makes the approach of data collection appropriate.  The tools and instruments used for this study are described adequately.  The questions that are asked are stated and an explanation of why these questions are asked is stated within this study. The reliability and validity of the tools used were not addressed in this research article.  However it can be inferred that the student’s opinions are valid due to all of them currently being exposed to the clinical setting and having experiences.  
Data Analysis
There are a few steps that were taken in analyzing the data that was collected during these focus groups.  After completion of these focus groups an immediate debriefing was done with the group observer, notes were written and included comments about the process of the focus group as well as the significance of the data that was collected.  Auditory means are used as well in listening to the tape of the recorded focus group and transcribing the content of the discussion.  Videotaping the group also gave an opportunity for the observer to note any non-verbal behavior of the participants.  Non-verbal behaviors that are analyzed are parts of words and non-verbal gestures and behaviors.  
Upon completion of note taking of all the above methods, the researcher used 3 levels of coding when analyzing the notes from these groups.  Significant statements and codes associated with the topic addressed were compared based on similarities and differences and sorted into different categories and then themes.  The data analysis procedures do not directly answer the research question at hand, but they were appropriate for the level of measurement.  The results are clearly presented into four main topics of concern.  These four topics are addressed and student opinions are placed within the information describing them.
					Results
There was not a distinct research question for this article, because the point of this article is to investigate the student nurses experiences in the clinical setting.  This topic is answered through the use of this research study.   This particular research study does not have clearly defined limitations.   The implications for nursing are not addressed, but they can be implied.  The implication for nursing would be that clinical experiences do cause anxiety, however these experiences are necessary in building clinical skills during the nursing education.   This study uses nursing students to gather information about the clinical experience, as well as their thoughts and feelings toward this situation.  The results are generalizable to other nursing students.  There was not a recommendation mentioned within this nursing article for future.
Conclusion
The article was well-written and well documented.  The results were clearly written in the article by separating the responses in to focus groups.  The topic of discussion is a concern to nursing students.   There were no obvious limitations identified in the article to decrease the usefulness of the article to practice.  After reviewing the article, it would be appropriate, if not beneficial to share this information with nursing programs.  Essentially it would allow programs to rethink about the clinical skills training in nursing education.
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