2.  analysis of the design, theoretical framework and literature review -- Assigned to James (Michael)
Design- The article introduces itself as a phenomenologic study in the abstract. According to Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe 2011, the phenomenologic method is a qualitative method used to discover and develop understanding of experiences as perceived by those living the experience. Upon closer review of the article, the phenomenological method is used when students talked about the perceptions they encountered when under the influence. The article contains a qualitative study on the conceptualization of the correlation between alcohol and having sex as the participants involved in the study provided their perceptions of being under the influence and sex. 
Despite the article stating it is a phenomenologic study, some of the aspects of the study can be characterized as grounded theory. The study was timed, provided focus groups lasting 60 minutes and a timed, audio-taped session of 90-minutes. Grounded theory, according to Rebar, et. al. 2011, involves the integration of time into the study. 
Furthermore, the study was limited to heterosexual college students, between the ages of 18-22 who were chosen from a single public university. While the participants should be chosen at random, the article does not explain the recruitment process clearly. Since all of the subjects came from a single public university from the psychology subject pool,  all happened to be within a certain age group, and happened to have 15 men and 14 women, it is hard to believe the recruitment was done at random. Phenomenologic studies, according to Rebar, et. al. 2011, should also involve people who have previously experienced the studied phenomena and who are currently experiencing it. This ensures that there is a “breadth of perceptions of experiences” (Rebar, et. al. 2011, p. 184). The article does not discuss whether there were individuals participating in the study who already experienced the correlation between alcohol and sex or not. On the contrary, grounded theory, according to Rebar, et. al. 2011, involves participants who are more closely associated with the phenomena, by specifically choosing individuals. Given the foregoing information, it would seem the study is a mix of the phenomenological and grounded theory methods of qualitative research design. 
Theoretical framework is “an underlying structure that describes how abstract aspects of the research problem interrelate based on developed theories” (Rebar, et al. 2011, p.204). The theoretical framework used was “alcohol expectancy theory,” which describes beliefs about the likelihood that alcohol will have certain outcomes. The authors realized that there were gaps in prior research relating to alcohol expectancy theory, specifically focusing on the perceptions of the relationship between alcohol and sexual communication and whether the perceptions differed with gender. 
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