N 302 – Evaluation Criteria for Critique

Name___Group 1______________	                              Total points_____84______/100  

1. Summary of the article							(10)___10_____

2. Problem/Purpose							(10)______9__
   a. Is the problem clearly & concisely stated?
   b. Is the problem researchable (answerable with empirical data)?
   c. Is the problem significant to Nursing – “So what?”

I would have liked just a little more information. Maybe about the “pain ombudsmen” and what this study showed and how it impacts nursing. 

3. Conceptual Framework						 	 (5)____5_____
   a. Was the study based on a framework?
   b. Does the framework fit the problem?
   c. Are the concepts and relationships identified?

4. Review of the Literature						(10)____8____
   a. Is the review appropriate, thorough, organized?
   b. Is current research included?
   c. Is the literature well critiqued?
   d. Are there gaps in the knowledge re: the problem

The review of literature is weak. You also stated that “There were some gaps in the knowledge” but you did not elaborate. You discussed changes and developments that have occurred since this research but did not go into any detail there either. 

5. Research Question/Hypothesis					10)_____8____
   a. Are research questions/hypotheses clearly stated?
   b. Is the question/hypothesis researchable as stated?
   c. Does the question/hypothesis relate logically to the 
	problem, discussion, literature review, framework?

Should have put this more in your own words/thoughts. 


6. Variables								 	(5)______4____
    a. Are the concepts/variables clearly identified? Independent/Dependent?
    b. Are there conceptual & operational definitions?
    c. Are there extraneous/intervening variables identified? Controlled?

Dependent variables are the responses that are measured. (The effect- Nurse and patient perception of pain). Independent variables are the variables that are varied are manipulated by the researchers. Cause- (pain). You also contradicted yourselves in the paper – in one area discussing dependent variables and in another stating that you do not have any dependent variables. 


7. Design								 	(5)__4________
    a. What design was utilized?
    b. Is the design appropriate for the research problem?
    c. Is internal validity addressed?

Here is where you now say there are dependent variables but you do not identify them. I also would have liked more information on how the design structure connects the concepts.  

8. Sample								  	(5)______4____
   a. Is the sample described & representative e of the population?
   b. Is the sampling method appropriate?
   c. Is the sample size adequate?
   d. Is protection of subjects addressed?

This study was carried out in one hospital on one day. That does not make this study representative to the population. There are many influencing factors. Say for example; maybe the hospital is very full and the nurses do not do a great job at offering pain medication that day. 

9. Data Collection methods						(10)______8___
   a. Is the data collection approach appropriate?
   b. Are the tools/instruments described adequately?
   c. Are reliability & validity of the tools addressed?

You stated that the author states that the tool was validated. On page 631 of your article the author states that the tool is not a validated instrument but that most questions had been used in other pain prevalence measures.  

10. Data analysis								(10)_____7.5____
   a. Are the analysis procedures appropriate for the level of measurement?
   b. Do the data analysis procedures answer the research question?
   c. Are the results clearly presented? Tables? Figures?

Very weak. You stated the tables clearly presented the information but what did they tell you? 

11. Results, Conclusions, Discussion of Findings			 (5)___4____
   a. Are findings & interpretations differentiated?
   b. Is the research question answered?
   c. Are limitations of the study identified?
   d. Are implications for nursing addressed?
   e. Are the results generalizable? To whom?
   f. Are recommendations for future research identified:

At least one limitation is discussed. The authors state that the NRS scale is one dimensional and gives limited information on the nature of pain in a particular patient. Also you stated that there are no recommendations for future research but the article does state “The present findings show that further steps must be taken to improve pain management” page 632 of your article. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]12. Overall evaluation of research presentation			(10)____8.5___

13. Format & writing (Grammar, composition, APA, etc.)		 (5)____4____
 
Too much paraphrasing- not enough original thought on some pages. No hanging format on reference slide. Some problems with sentence structure. 

