Adolescence and prescription drug abuse

· Prescription drug is defined as a drug only prescribed by a medical practioner or doctor and may be retrieved from a pharmacy.
·  Carol Boyd, PhD, RN states that prescription drug abuse is the second most common drug abused following marijuana. Adding to that this is the drug abuse that has most increase over time.


· Studies have shown that OxyCotin® is a common prescription drug abused from eight 8th grade till 10th grade leading to other drug abuse.
· The same studied showed that 12% of adolescents 12-17 have at some point in their lifetime taken a prescription drug without the medication being prescribe for them 
· personally. 
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