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Robert Chamberlain: A Beloved Hardworking Family Man
	Robert “Bob”, “Papa” Chamberlain was born on July 23, 1934 in Chicago, IL to James and Francis Chamberlain. Bob had two sisters named Adele and Bernice. His grandparents on his father’s side died before he was born in 1917 from a flu epidemic.  His grandma on his mother’s side died of breast cancer before he was born as well. He only knew of his Grandpa on his mother’s side. Unfortunately the only memory he has of him is his funeral in which it was commonplace to have a wake of two days in your living room, then the funeral, followed by a large nice meal honoring them. 
The Early Years
The first home he remembers was in Chicago on Abernine St. Bob went to St. Xavier’s for elementary, middle school and St. Xavier’s high school. He was actually captain of the football and the baseball teams When Bob reflects on his friends from these years, first that comes to mind is “Good ol’ Donald” who has been a lifelong friend to him another friend that comes to mind is Jack Daller. In high school, his favorite subjects were speech and his automotives. 
Work Life
	Bob had several part time jobs when he was younger from wheeling around an ice cream wagon to a bank teller where he met his wife. Some of his other part time jobs were at Sears, a summer of building car seats and a summer of construction in a wrecking crew. The job that paid the best was working construction in 1952 and he earned $2.97 per hour. This was big bucks back then. The most influential person his life was Boston Pipel. This was the man he worked for as he climbed to the top of the banking business. He first started out as an accountant and slowly worked his way up to end up being the president of a bank. He said Boston was a “fine man and manager” and just overall thought he was an excellent role model. He worked for Boston for 10 years. 
Highlights/ Favorites of the times
	Bob used a lot of public transportation in Chicago. He used the CTA train and subway to get around when he couldn’t drive his parent’s car. His passion for cars was still very present, reading books about sports and cars. He tried to use his parent’s car as much as he could in exchange for automotive help and keeping the car clean. Some of the popular songs of the times were Andy Williams’ “Moon River”, “Unforgetable” by Nat King Cole and Frank Sinatra’s “Lady is a Tramp”.  
Love Life
	His first date was in 8th grade with a lady named Joan. But, like most of 8th grade that fizzled. He met the love of his life at 21 years old when he was a part time bank teller and she was a 19 year old full time bank teller. He was a junior at St. Ambrose University in Davenport, Iowa majoring in Business Administration. He said meeting her was the turning point of his life. She was also the person that he did the most extravagant thing in his life with as well: going on a two week cruise for a later anniversary. What drawn him to her was her caring personality and he thought she was very pretty. They knew each other for a couple of years before discussing marriage. They were engaged for about a year and got married February 15, 1958 at St. Christina’s Church. It was the happiest experience of his life. It was a memorable and exciting night. It was actually 10 below zero so it was quite chilly. “Pat looked beautiful” he said. They spent their honeymoon in New Orleans. 


Family Life
	The early years of their married life were “hectic and busy” and a “lot of hard work”. The birth of their first child was a “beautiful event” on a rainy New Years day. William “Bill” Chamberlain was a good baby. Early fond memories of him are ones of playing with him. He always thought he was a good sport and he would play very well. Bob is truly a family man. He feels like it’s the “most rewarding and most challenging thing to do”.  He also feels that the soundest investment you can make is “raising a good family”. Raising a beautiful family is the thing he’s done in his life that he is the most proud of. Pat and Bob ended up raising five kids together: Bill, Cindy, Roberta, Pam and Debbie. They made the most of every dollar. Since they had so many kids, having them all go off to college and make their own lives was a gradual process. He says they “grew into adulthood gracefully” and he is very proud of all of them and he was very happy that they all got work right out of college. 
Political Views and the upcoming Election
	Bob is a republican who is eager to vote in the upcoming election. He feels that Mitt Romney can do a lot for this country and disagrees with Obama’s economic plans. He feels that Obama is trying to redistribute the wealth and turn into, essentially, socialism. He feels that this lowers the incentive to be successful. He feels like this is one of the most important elections of his lifetime and encourages people to vote.
Hopes for his granddaughter and Future plans
	This family man hopes for a wonderful career and a beautiful family for his granddaughter. He hopes this for all of his nine grandkids. For the future he plans to enjoy and appreciate life and of course spend valuable time with all of his family. 
