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One special day in April, a little girl was born to Glen Harold Overton and Eunice Violet Morgan just north of Lerna. These two parents had no inclination that their new daughter would change their lives, as well as many others, in her journey through life. With seven brothers and sisters it was sometimes necessary to fight for attention, and Eileen had no problem doing so. With her outspoken behavior, she never let Gene Victor, Glen Carol, Lyle Morgan, Max Lee, Jerry Dean, or Roy Wayne push her around. Before Eileen could even get to know her only sister, Ila May, she died of pneumonia at two years old. Today, Ila may have easily survived this illness but during that time there was little hope. During Eileen’s childhood, times were simpler and people were content and happy with very little. Eileen had a big story book that she used to read in which she still has today; her favorite story was Cinderella. She also treasured a rocking chair that her father bought for her at an auction for 25 cents. Out of so many possessions that Eileen treasures today, these two items mean much more. Since Eileen was a child who lived through the Depression, her family had little money to take trips. The only trip she remembers back then is going to Florida to pick up her brother’s girlfriend.


Leenie, as Eileen’s brothers called her, lived most of her young life south of Mattoon as a country girl. She attended a one room school house called Plainview from first to sixth grade. All the country children went to this school, where they had to walk through the snow to get there and light a big coal furnace in the back of the building to keep warm. During the Christmas season, the students would put on a play for their parents that Eileen always got to participate in. After the play, they would all receive a brown gift bag containing an apple, orange, hay stacks, and hard candies. Eileen attended Longfellow for seventh and eighth grades and then Mattoon High School for grades nine through twelve. Eileen’s three closest friends through school were Shirley Weber, Mildred McGinnis, and Madonna Rinehart. During her school years, Eileen enjoyed history class and playing volleyball. Amongst seeing Western movies at the Clark Theatre, listening to Bing Crosby, Andy Williams, and Louis Armstrong, and keeping up with the clothing fads such as Saddle Oxfords and Broomstick skirts, she made time to enjoy her friends and go to school successfully. Instead of walking to Plainview school, sometimes her and her friends would ride their bikes. They would take themselves to the grain elevator and ride down the hill really fast and attempt to jump over the creek. When the students had to begin attending Mattoon Schools, they had to ride the bus to school. Eileen rode the bus all through high school since she did not have her first car until well after graduation. She learned how to drive a stick shift truck with the help of her brother but had no vehicle to drive. Eileen’s first date was with Ralph Hag. She was a freshman in high school and they went to a movie. Dating was more formal with more parent involvement at that time. After high school, Eileen went to Lake Land College to take a real estate course but went no further in her college education. Many people did not have the money to send their children to college, especially since families used to be much larger. During high school and college Eileen babysat for 25 cents per hour then worked at Knowles Cafeteria for 35 cents per hour where she served vegetables and carried trays. Everyone needed extra money in order to survive so it was necessary that she had a part time job. Throughout the years, Eileen still remains in touch with Shirley and Madonna, her friends from school. Mildred passed away in her twenties due to leukemia.


The day Eileen first met Jerry Hopper, her whole life changed and it has not been the same since. He was one of her brother’s friends and they came to pick her up for a high school game in which she cheered at. Later that evening, Eileen asked her brother who that good-looking guy was that rode with him in the car. He told her to forget about him, that Jerry would not give her the time of day. Eileen and Jerry started dating when she was in eighth grade and he was a freshman in high school. They dated through high school but broke up before Jerry graduated; at that time he had a new girlfriend. He went off to the Marines while Eileen got a job at the phone company. They stayed in touch and saw one another when he was home on leave. Through this time Jerry ended his relationship with his other girlfriend and resolved any conflicts with Eileen. He offered Eileen an engagement ring which she refused at first but later accepted. When he was home on a 30 day leave, after begin engaged for a few months, they were married. They were married on June 19, 1955 at the First Christian Church in Mattoon on a Sunday afternoon. Eileen remembers the ceremony being very hot and that Reverend Massey gave a good ceremony. They did not go on a honeymoon because Jerry had to return to California soon. Jerry was attracted to Eileen’s feisty personality and Eileen claimed that Jerry was a fox; not a lot has changed over 50 plus years. Eileen’s favorite story about her spouse was when they were at a dance. Jerry’s friend had bet him that he could not get a date with Barb Welch or Eileen Overton. Jerry asked Eileen to dance and then requested that she go with him to the football game next Friday. Eileen said she would have to ask her parents and let him know Monday at school. Then Jerry asked if she was Barb or Eileen!


After Jerry and Eileen were married, they moved south of Gays to live in a farmhouse. They took care of cattle, dairy cows, and crops while Jerry worked at the Star Service Station and Eileen worked at the phone company. They waited four years to have children, in which their first one was born May 24, 1959. The previous day, Eileen had eaten watermelon and potato salad all day when she went into labor at seven o’clock that evening. They made their way to the hospital at eleven o’clock that night when Eileen vomited all over the hospital room. Kristi Kay was delivered naturally at fifteen after five in the morning on May 24, 1959. Eileen and Jerry’s third daughter, Jerri Ann, was born September 13, 1962. Jerri was always a tomboy and loved to play baseball. One time when she was playing, she slid into home base as her thumb got caught underneath her and broke. That whole summer, they had to drive back and forth to Decatur to see Dr. Gimsek to make sure it set right and was healing correctly. Jerri also was a risk taker, deciding to drive her parent’s car down Route 16 at 13 years old to take a friend home. Jerry and Eileen raised six children, four girls and two boys. The neighbors watched the kids during the day and Jerry and Eileen would work different shifts to take care of them also. Eileen kept the house spotless, the kid’s clean, provided three good meals a day, and kept the children disciplined with Jerry’s help. Every once in a while all eight of them would go to Strasburg to eat at York’s restaurant. The owner was questionable about six children coming in; afraid they would start a riot. But upon leaving he complimented Jerry on the kid’s good behavior, inviting them to come back anytime. When her daughters and sons moved out, Eileen was sad and wanted the best for all of them. She is happy now since they all live in close proximity to each other and her and Jerry. While raising their children, Eileen made a living at the phone company, a place that was stable and could support her and her family. As an operator she made 65 cents per hour, as a supervisor she made three dollars per hour, as a group manager she made $1, 100 per month, and as a manager of operator services she made $2, 400 per month. Through the years, the most extravagant thing Eileen can remember doing is riding the train by herself to California to see Jerry when he was in the Marines. She has also found that buying a good home is the soundest investment one can make.

Eileen came from two large families, on both her mother and father’s side. Her maternal grandparents were Leonard Alva Morgan and Jesse May Smith from Trilla. Leonard worked on the railroad and could not hear well. Jesse was not a good housekeeper but always took time to visit. Eileen remembers that she always wrapped Christmas presents with the same paper every year and she loved cucumbers. Eileen’s paternal grandparents were Eliza Jane Tanner from Greenup and Myles Overton from Lerna. Myles died before Eileen was born and Eliza died when Eileen was only four years old. The only memory she holds of Eliza is that she had beautiful gray hair that she always wore in a bun held up with pretty combs. The people that influenced Eileen the most in her life was her grandma Jesse May and her parents. Her father taught her that silence is golden, and her mother taught her to always help others. Eileen has carried these messages with her all throughout her life.


Eileen carries a history of medical problems with her including glaucoma, cancer, stroke, and heart problems. She also carries the tradition of celebrating every holiday as a family to this day. She never forgets a birthday and she enjoys giving to others on their day of celebration. She stores memories of her family, stories that are told over and over again. When Kristi had pneumonia at nine months old and they had to be pulled across the snow by a tractor to get to the hospital. When the whole family flew to California to watch her fifth child marry the love of his life, and also when her and her family moved on Christmas day one year. She treasures her children and the beautiful gold band that Jerry gave her one year at Christmas even though money was tight. Eileen hopes that her children and grandchildren will stay family oriented and that we will always get together with our own siblings and families. She believes this is one of the best blessings anyone can ever have. She thinks that the television is the one technological advance that changed her life due to the ease of access to the news and world events. She remembers World War 2 as the national event that most affected her life. Two of her brothers were sent to the Navy and another brother and her father were called for physicals. Sugar, gas, and tires were all rationed and times were hard. Eileen was raised republican believing that politicians are dishonest. That people should vote for a person who is fair to everyone and who does not focus on the wealthy population. The one major turning point in Eileen’s life was when Jerry got transferred to Indianapolis for a truck-driving job. She had more responsibility for the children and they were at crucial ages when moving with him would have been too hard. Overall, Eileen is most proud of having a family that blesses her life daily. Her happiest experience was when her babies were born and her saddest was when her parents died. When looking back, the only thing she wished she would have done was taken more time to visit her parents. As she looks ahead, Eileen hopes to keep her good health so that she can continue to enjoy life. As for me, one of her many granddaughters, she hopes my future holds success, good health, and a comfortable life. Eileen loves all of her children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and sons and daughters-in-law. She loves God and enjoys being around people in general. She has always loved going to auctions and shopping. This is something that will never change!

Eileen is a woman worth meeting. She has influenced many lives whether she meant to or not. She made a wonderful life for herself and her family. She is there when you need her and worries and cares for you when you have lost all energy to care at all. She has been my Grandma Hopper for 21 years and I would not want it any other way.
