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Informatics

Informatics is the application, management and development of technology to facilitate learning or the sharing of knowledge.  Informatics also encompasses computer science which is the study and design of computers and computer systems.  Informatics has also created a need for specialist (informatics nurses and informatics nurse specialist) to help train employees and implement technology.  As it pertains to the nursing profession informatics includes the computers we use to chart and the other technologies that we will use in our practices.   New and better technologies are being developed to assist with everyday activities as well as help in the work place.  Informatics is a growing field and will continue to grow in the coming years.  Knowledge is power and the more knowledge you can gather and the faster you can access that knowledge the more prepared we will be to meet the challenges of the nursing profession.  

According to the book Nursing Informatics (McGonigle & Mastrian, 2012), informatics is “A specialty that integrates the specialty’s science, computer science, cognitive science, and information science to manage and communicate data, information, knowledge, and wisdom in a specialty’s practice
.”  This is a fairly encompassing definition that emphasizes the multiplicity of the discipline.  

I decided to take this course because informatics is a growing field and technology will continue to play an important part of the nursing profession.  As technology continues to grow it is important to have an understanding of technical jargon and a basic understanding of how technology works.  The more comfortable I am with technology and computers in general, the faster I can learn the new systems of the company I will work for.  I also decided to take this course because I want more knowledge about computers in general.  The knowledge I hope to acquire in this course will help me to understand my home computer better.
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