1) The normal pathway of hearing is by air conduction. Normally sounds are heard twice as long by air conduction than by bone conduction. 
a) Bone conduction is where the bones of the skull vibrate. The vibrations are transmitted directly into the inner ear and to the cranial nerve VIII. 
b) Sound is heard longer by bone conduction with a conductive loss.
2) Ear examination for adults- pull pinna up and back. For infants and children under 3, pull pinna straight down
3) Weber- tests hearing in both ears. 
a) Place a vibrating tuning fork in the midline of the person’s skull and ask whether the tone sounds the same in bother ears or better in one. The person should hear the tone by bone conduction through the skull, and it should be equally loud in both ears. 
b) Sound lateralizes to one ear with a conductive or a sensorineural loss.  Pg. 371-372
4) Rinne- compares air conduction and bone conduction sound. 
a) Place the stem of the vibrating tuning fork on the person’s mastoid process and ask him to signal when the sound stops. Then quickly invert the fork so the vibrating end is near the ear canal: the person should still hear the sound. Normally the sound is heard twice as long by air conduction than by bone conduction. Repeat with the other ear. 
b) Sound is heard longer by bone conduction with a conductive loss. Pg. 371-372

