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In the article, “Strategies for managing the dual risk of sexually transmitted infections and unintended pregnancy among Puerto Rican and African American young adults
” (Carter et al., 2012), the topic of dual contraceptive use was discussed. The purpose of the study was to formulate alternative ways to view, research, and promote dual protection in the high risk populations identified. Additionally, a conceptual framework was used for this study. The review of literature for this study was quite extensive, and the author used a wide variety of sources. Furthermore, all literature that was reviewed was relevant to the topic at hand. 

The research topic that was being studied involved the use of dual contraceptive methods and how they reduce the incidence of  sexually transmitted infection (STI’s) and pregnancy among individuals aged 18 to 25 years of age, more specifically those residing in urban areas and those falling in the at risk demographic. An ethnographic research approach was used to conduct this study. Of the 69 of participants studied, all were from urban areas and of Puerto Rican and African American descent. Dual protection strategies among casual and serious relationships and dual protection strategies among relationships in transition were the major concepts of this study (Source, date). 

The data was
 reviewed and transcribed by four analysts who then coded the results. Those analysts later summarized the information into four main categories, each having their
 own subcategory. According to Carter et al. (2012),

 “We should begin to explore and test some of the concepts presented here, such as the deliberate use of compensatory strategies in lieu of perfect dual use; the specific role, timing, and effectiveness of STI testing in relationships; and what occurs during relationship transitions.” (p.455).

Problem/ Purpose


In this article the problem was clearly and concisely stated at the beginning of the article.  The authors stated that young adults are at an increased risk for STI’s and unintended pregnancy, but the reports of dual method use for prevention are low (Source, date).  Statistics were clearly stated after the problem in order to help the reader fully understand the impact of the situation.


  The problem being studied is definitely researchable. Data was
 drawn from Philadelphia Hartford Research and Education on Sexual Health and Communication.  This is a research project funded by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and carried out between 2004-2008 by the University of Connecticut and the Family Planning Council (Carter et al., 2012).  They used sexually active men and women within the ages of 18 to 25.  This research studied Puerto Ricans and African Americans who lived in a neighborhood with a high teenage pregnancy and STI prevalence rate.  The focus of this study included decision making, partner communication, and behaviors related to contraceptive use.
 (Carter et al., 2012)


The problem is significant to nursing because nurses are responsible for educating.  It is important that young adults have someone they can talk to if they have any questions or concerns.  Equally as important is the need for the nurse to explain her role, assure the patient that all information is confidential.  Ultimately, even though a nurse cannot stop unprotected sex, they play 
a great role in educating the youth.



Conceptual Framework


A conceptual framework used to help guide the data collection and data analysis (was what?). This type of framework helps the researchers find links between the existing literature and their own research goals.  The conceptual framework fits the problem well and it helps link the constructs, concepts, and variables throughout the article.  I am confused. What is the conceptual framework? I did not find a conceptual framework within your article. Concepts and relationships are clearly identified in this article. The most important concept discussed was that of dual method use. Dual method  use  is a conceptual concept, because it does not specify clearly what method to use; it generalizes the use of dual method. The relationships are also clearly identified throughout the article.  A negative linear relationship is used because as dual method contraception use increases, the risk of unintended pregnancies and STIs decrease. Good.
Review of Literature


The review of literature for this study was extremely thorough. The literature was not organized as specific as some qualitative analyses have been. I thought the literature review section flowed nicely. The review of the literature is not your analysis of the readability of the article; it is how well the authors used the current literature to identify what is known about the topic and the gaps in the information. Specifically, there were headings that provided guidance to the reader; yet, the headings were not direct, which caused confusion rather than further guidance. The research that was included in the research article was current. Upon the reading of the journal article the written work is well critiqued, as evidenced by the peer-reviewed process and multiple authors
. The gaps in the article are not specifically addressed but may be inferred. The gaps in knowledge were clearly addressed when the authors stated they were building on a previous study to add more information about the perceptions and other strategies used to minimize risk. The article suggested at one moment that the male participants may have lied to the female interviewers; therefore the information received may not have been completely accurate. Other than this, the only other gap would be the simple fact of there were
 a  low number of participants and a lack of diversity among ethnicities. These are limitations of the study and not relevant to the review of literature.
Research Question


The research question posed in this article relates to how young adults simultaneously manage the threats of unplanned pregnancy and STI’s in their relationships by looking at dual method use and other strategies and perceptions they use to reduce the risks that they face. Carter et al. (2012) clearly states
 the research question and it is a valid and researchable question. Overall, the research questions related logically to the problem, discussion, literature review, and framework previously identified. 

Variables


According to Burns & Grove (2009), “Variables are qualities, properties, or characteristics of persons, things, or situations that change or vary in a study” (p.176-77). Participants’ and partners’ pregnancy intentions, pregnancy and STI prevention behaviors, contraceptive and condom use, and STI risk perceptions and testing behaviors are some of the variables measured within this study.  These variables are clearly listed within the methods section and are dependent; meaning the researcher is trying to explain or predict a given response, behavior, or outcome (Burns & Grove, 2009). The definitions of the variables are conceptual and subject to subjective interpretation; the author did not provide concrete operational definitions. Lastly, intervening and extraneous variables are not identified within this study. Extraneous variables were mentioned but not until the limitations section. Good analysis of variables.
Design

The research design utilized within this article is that of an ethnographic approach. According to Burns & Grove (2009), “Ethnographic research provides a mechanism for studying our own culture and that of others” (p. 57). Ethnographic design is appropriate for this qualitative study because it’s purpose it so develop a “portrait of the people”. Internal validity is not addressed in this study, mainly due to the fact that the study aims to describe behaviors rather than explain them in a cause and effect relationship. Good.
Sample

According to Carter et al, (2012), “ We used prospective qualitative data from 69 urban Puerto Rican and African American individuals aged 18-25 years to determine how they managed these risks in their heterosexual relationships during a 4- to 8 week period” (p.449). The sample size is not representative of the entire population because they only chose 69 random Puerto Rican and African Americans. Every individual from urban areas was not studied because it would be disorganized and take a long time to receive sufficient results. The sample method was appropriate for this study; however the sample size is inadequate. More information about different races should have been included. However, this study is only dealing with dual risks of STIs and unintended pregnancies among Puerto Rican and African Americans, so this concludes that the method was appropriate. According to Carter et al. (2012), “All research participants provided informed consent and received financial compensation for their time ($25 per interview)” (p.450). Protection of participants was clearly addressed.  

Data Collection Methods
The data collection methods were appropriate and a method of prospective diary interview was used. Purposive sampling was used to acquire an approximate equal number of men and women as well as an equal sample of Puerto Rican and African American young adults (Carter et al, 2012, p.450). Some tools or instruments used to conduct this study to recruit participants included using flyers, newspaper advertisements, street and community outreach, word of mouth or referrals. Reliability or validity of the tools was not addressed in this study. The authors used multiple methods of collecting data: diaries and interviews. The dual methods increase validity of data. Just so you know-I did not expect you to pick up on this.
Data Analysis 

Four analysts examined the transcripts from all the participants which included the participants’ and partners’ intentions, prevention, contraceptive use, and testing behaviors. All the information was summarized, cataloged, and tallied. The summaries were organized into four categories which made the analysis procedures appropriate for the level of measurement. The results are clearly presented thoroughly and are compared by ethnicity, gender, and relationship type (Carter et al. 2012, p.450). Tables were used and explain the diary interviews and the facts of current sexual relationships that relied on dual protection strategies. 
Results, Conclusion, Discussion of Findings


Throughout this paper there are clear and appropriate places for the findings and interpretations that lead to the results sections of the page, allowing the areas to be differentiated.  Furthermore, the research question was answered through analyzing and critiquing. Limitations were clearly identified by the authors. One of the limitations stated by the authors was that the study was not focused on how the participants understood the topic (Source, date). This is a large concept to visualize, which led to the suggestion that the topic needs further exploration. Another limitation that was identified was the lack of gender differences (Source). There were no specific nursing implications addressed in this article. The results are generalized into two different groups; dual- protection strategies among casual and serious relationships and dual- protection strategies among relationships in transition. Recommendations for the future were given straight from the authors as one has already been identified. “We should being to explore and test some of the concepts present here, such as deliberate use of compensatory strategies in lieu of perfect dual use; the specific role, timing, and effectiveness of STI testing in relationships; and what occurs during relationship transition” (Carter et al., 2012, p. 455). 

Conclusion

In summary, this qualitative research analysis focused on the study of dual contraceptive use among two main ethnic groups. The methods were clearly identified presented in a qualitative manner using a prospective diary interview approach. Results were presented in an organized fashion through the use of tables. Through the analysis of the research article limitations were introduced and discussed. Within the discussion section of the article the author recommends areas that may be further studied in the future. Overall, the presentation of the information obtained through this study is pertinent to both the general public and the field of nursing. 
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�All key words within the title should be capitalized when cited within the text.


�Were-although it sounds incorrect, the word data is plural.


�Its-each is singular


�Delete-In a block quote, the period comes before the citation. 


�were


�This is not a block quote so the period should come after the citation.


�She plays-“a nurse” is singular


�Not applicable to the review of literature section.


�Was, gap is singular


�Stated-this article was conducted and published in the past.
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