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1. What are some of the potential challenges for communicating with Mrs. Schmidt?

Mrs. Schmidt is 65 years old so her age has to be taken into consideration when communicating with her. She may not be able to hear high pitches. Another potential challenge with her is the possibility of her having some sort of anxiety related problem. Also since she stated “no one had told her anything about this” (Mauk, 2010, p. 98) there are two factors to the reason why she said this. It could be that she has some sort of memory impairment or the care providers failed to explain to her in a clear way about her treatment.

2. How would you assess for these challenges?

First I would talk to her face to face with a nice clear tone in a calm matter about the situation and what is going to happen in the future. I would determine first if she had any hesitancy to why she didn’t want to leave. Also I would assess the care provider’s communication skills with the patient and see if she understands what is occurring.

3. What are some of the potential explanations for the communicating difficulties described in this vignette?

Some explanations could also be stated in the latter which could of been the fault of the care providers and not explaining or making sure she understood that she was prepared to leave the facility. Another explanation could be that Mrs. Schmidt didn’t fully understand the situation and could of heard wrong or not of heard anything at all. One more potential explanation could be that she heard what was going on but forgot the information that was presented to her so when it was time for her to leave the facility she didn’t remember that she had to go. 

4. Is there anything that should have been done differently?

One thing that should have been done differently is that there have been proof for Mrs. Schmidt that she was going to be transferred to the facility with the mechanical ventilator so she won’t be weaned off at that acute care facility. Another thing that could have been differently was that the care providers could of talked to her multiple times about the situation if she forgot about it. Also she should see if she had any trouble coping with being taken off the ventilator. 

5. How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to wean?

Since Mrs. Schmidt was there for an extra two weeks it is possible that she kept having repeated mentions to her about her care and what is going to happen in the future which of been a catalyst for her wean off without a problem. 

6. How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s refusal to “let go” of the Foley catheter?

Mrs. Schmidt could also have anxiety about the Foley catheter since she’s had it in for a while and grew to have a dependence on it just like her mechanical ventilator. 
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