1

Running head: APA EXERCISE #9
APA Exercise #9

Kayla K. Ensor

Lakeview College of Nursing

N200

March 25, 2010

APA EXERCISE #9

APA Exercise #9


According to the Associated Press, there is a dangerous new superbug threatening hospital patient’s. While the drug-resistant infection MRSA, or methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, has been the recent focus. C-diff or Clostridium difficile seems to be surpassing the MRSA infection rate. Dr. Becky Miller, an infectious disease specialist at Duke University, states “I think MRSA is almost a household name but C-diff deserves more attention.”

A study of twenty-eight hospitals found that hospital acquired C-diff infection rates from 2008 to 2009 surpassed MRSA rates by 25%. C-diff which is found in the colon and causes diarrhea and other intestinal conditions is spread by spores in the feces. The spores are difficult to kill and some of the measures used to kill MRSA are unable to work on C-diff (AP, 2010 p. A-4).
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