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1. What are some of the potential challenges for communicating with Mrs. Schmidt?	Comment by Mary: Start page 2 with a title and why are all the pages number 1?
Mrs. Schmidt has experienced mental illness later in her life due to her life changes of being put on a mechanical ventilator. According to Mauk, some older adults may have suffered  from mental illness throughout their lives, where as others may experience mental illness for the first time in old age, due to changes in their social, medical, or physical circumstances. (Mauk, 2010) Since Mrs. Schmidt was on a mechanical ventilator for three months she is experiencing a form of mental illness. She may have trouble understanding what has happened to her and what is important to help with her recovering process. 	Comment by Mary: Mauk (2010), then you would not need the one on the end of the sentence
2. How would you assess for these challenges?
Assessing Mrs. Schmidt for a mental illness could be a challenge. Since she has been on the mechanical ventilator for three months, she may have forgotten what has happened to her. Her body went through major changes which could have caused her to not to be able to get off the ventilator. Mrs. Schmidt could be experiencing some psychological changes that could cause communication problems. Since Mrs. Schmidt is upset, maybe sitting down with her and talking about what has happened and what has not happened will help her. Also using therapeutic nursing can also help calm Mrs. Schmidt down.
3. What are some of the potential explanations for the communication difficulties described in this vignette?
Mrs. Schmidt may not fully understand her medical treatment. She may feel as if the doctors are ignoring her wishes. Also since Mrs. Schmidt has just expernced so much with her health and health care, she may have issues with being able to comprehend. Mrs. Schmidt could be experiencing an onset of delirium. Delirium is common in hospital like settings. This is whenever there is a change in cognition or development of perceptual disturbance. (Mauk, 2010) Since there is not a specific history given about Mrs. Schmidt, it is hard to determine what and why her care is not going as she planned.	Comment by Mary: Why italics here?
4. Is there anything that should have been done differently?
Since Mrs. Schmidt has been in the acute care facility on the mechanical ventilator, she has not been able to function with all of her ADL’s of life. There is no report of what her care was or was not. If something could have been changed maybe the way that the doctor told her that there was nothing else that he could do. Being sick is hard. Whenever hearing that there is nothing else that someone can do to help you is even harder. Maybe baby steps should have been taken in order to help Mrs. Schmidt to be able to function like she did three months ago.	Comment by Mary: Spell this out the first time used and follow with (ADL’s)
5.  How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to wean?
Taking care of people with COPD is going to be something that all nurses have to do from one time to another. Each person’s healing process is different than each others. Mechanical ventilation allows people to rest while the machine breathes for them. Since each person is different, there could be longer times or shorter times to improve lung functions. Mrs. Schmidt took longer and if there is a will there is a way.	Comment by Mary: Same as above
6. How would How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s refusal to “let go” of the Foley catheter?
Since Mrs. Schmidt just got off the mechanical ventilator, I see if she could have one more day with the catheter.  Explaining to Mrs. Schmidt that as soon as the foley catheter comes out, the sooner she will be able to activities that she used to be able to do. Bladder training is important whenever a catheter has been placed for a certain amount of time. The sooner the catheter comes out the less likely for infection, or other problems can occur.	Comment by Mary: Why is this indented? 	Comment by Mary: Foley
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