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CASE STUDY 24-1
1. As the evaluating nurse, what information would you want to reference?
As the evaluating nurse, I would want evaluate her talking, swallowing, if she was at risk for aspiration, her mood changes, and her ability for activities of daily living. These are all important to focus on the care that Mary will get. Referencing her past medical history and her previous hospital visit would help with evaluating Mary.
2. How would you attempt to obtain input from Mary?
Since Mary is having issues speaking, I would use the Wong-Baker FACES pain rating scale. This scale is used for kids and adults who have speaking issues about the level of pain they are in (Warring, 2010 pg. 763) As the nurse I would not be evaluating Mary’s pain, but the different faces could help to determine what Mary thought about her care. Also evaluating how Mary reacted to different suggestions of her care would help with obtaining her input.
3. How would you respond to Sue’s strong statements of guilt for having had the tube placed in spite of Mary’s advance directive?
Sue obviously wants what is best for her mother. In Sue’s mind having the G-tube placed would allow for her mother to get back to her normal state of being (Taylor, Lillis, LeMore, Lynn, 2011 pg 1079). Taking with Sue about her decision would allow for some input and see why she feels so guilty. This would help to see why the family is feeling the way that they feel about Mary’s state of being.	Comment by Mary: LeMore, & Lynn, 2011, p. 1079)
If you include a page nu usually direct quote
4. What would you begin to look for in evaluating appropriateness for hospice care?
According to Warring, hospice care provides one option for non-life- prolonging care and has the support of the person in the last stages of life (Warring, 2010 pg 755) Evaluating Mary’s current state of being would help with determining if hospice is appropriate. Hospice would help with the G-tube and the proper care that needs to be done. Since Mary’s daughters are not on the same page as Mary about Mary’s care, talking with all of them will help to determine if hospice is appropriate.	Comment by Mary: 2010, p. 755)
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