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Today our older population is more full of life and they are living a healthier lifestyle than ever before. The aging baby boomer population is on the rise and approximately 85-90 percent of them will still have their licenses to drive. The elderly population is amongst the safest drivers on the road and they reduce risk of injuries by wearing their seat belts, doing the speed limit, and not drinking and driving. Natural changes to an older adult’s body over time can change their ability to drive safe. 
  Assess for the use of alcohol or illicit drugs, known vision and/or hearing problems, possession of a current driver’s license, and when renewal is due, along with the amount and quality of sleep

In order for the Department of Motor Vehicles to give an elderly person a renewal of his/her driver’s license, they must have the ability to follow traffic laws and rules.  It is very important for the elderly population to renew their driver’s license in person and to receive a visual test (visual acuity must be 20/40 or better) because they could possibly have conditions or may be taking medications that could affect their vision.  In the state of Illinois, the applicants 75 and older must take a road test. The written test is required every 8 years if traffic convictions have occurred. A driver who age ranges from 81-86 years old will be given a two year license and those who are 87 years old and older will be issued a one year license. ("Cut your crash," 2011)
In the state of Georgia, older drivers (64 and older) have to take the vision test only to renew their license. The driver’s license renewal is every 5 years for older drivers ranging from 60 years old and older. The veterans’ licenses that live in this state are valid until the age of 65. People who are under the age of 60 can renew their license every 5 or 10 years (driver’s choice). The driver (64 and over) must renew their license in person and if they are under the age of 64 may be eligible to renew it by mail or internet. In New Mexico, drivers 75 or older have to renew their license annually in person. Drivers who are 74 or younger have to renew their license every 4 or 8 years. The older drivers must take the visions test and the written and road test may be required. (Caring.com, 2011)


In conclusion, comparing the state of Illinois to Georgia and New Mexico they have no similarities. In comparison with Georgia and New Mexico, Illinois had more requirements for the older population to renew their license and are stricter when it comes to elderly safety and driving. This could be based on the killed in crashes rate amongst the older population being higher in Illinois versus the rates in Georgia and New Mexico. Driving is a skill that should be improved continuously. The older population will continue to drive, but it is our duty as society to teach them how to adjust to their body changes due to age so they are able to drive safely and reduce the risk of having an accident. 
Reference
“Cut your crash risk in half.” (2011). Retrieved August 27, 2012
, from http://seniordriving.aaa.com/ 

Caring.com. (2011). State driving laws. Retrieved August 27, 2012
, from http://www.caring.com/calculators/state-driving-laws
�No longer use retrieval datesand AAA is your author


�Same as above





