What are the major causes of death in the elderly?
In 2001, heart diseases were the leading cause of death in the elderly followed by malignant neoplasms, cerebrovascular diseases, chronic lower respiratory diseases, influenza and pneumonia, and diabetes.  The top two causes of death for people of the age 65 or older in the United States regardless of race, gender, or ethnic origin are diseases of the heart and malignant tumors.  Race and ethnicity are linked to causes of death as well. For men diabetes mellitus was the sixth leading cause of death in whites and Asian or Pacific Islander origin, fifth in blacks, and forth in Hispanics. Diabetes mellitus in women is the fourth leading cause in Hispanics and blacks, and seventh in whites. (Mauk, 2010)
Chronic illnesses occur more commonly with age. Heart disease, stroke, cancer, and diabetes are chronic disease that are four of the six leading cause of death. Hypertension and diabetes increase with the older population of Americans. (Mauk, 2010) credential 
Mauk, K. L. (2010). Gerontological nursing: competencies for care (2nd ed.). Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.


My response to Morgan Cohoon:

Morgan you made good points on how the elderly are often thought of as less than equal or not being as important as younger adults in society. Ageism is definately an issue when it comes to the elderly not feeling as strongly about their role in society. There are many ways for the elderly to have an impact on society they just have to make the decision to get out of their homes and keep themselves active. The elderly population must be respected. They also must have positive attitudes and stay active in society. (Mauk, 2010)
 Mauk, K. L. (2010). Gerontological nursing: competencies for care (2nd ed.). Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.
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My response to Jenna Kreke: 

When I first read the the topic of discussing the role of a geropharmacist I thought it was a pharmacist that focused on the geriatric population. Jenna you did a great job at discussing the role of a geropharmacist. The study of pharmacology in older adult population defines geropharmacology. A geropharmacist  is certified in geropharmacology. (Mauk, 2010)
 Mauk, K. L. (2010). Gerontological nursing: competencies for care (2nd ed.). Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.
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