Running head: DISCUSSION QUESTION 1		      			                      1

Discussion Question 1
Whitney Stiegman
Lakeview College of Nursing
N200 Theories and Issues in Nursing
September 19, 2011

















												
2
  					Discussion Question 1				
One can receive a registered nurses license through one of three programs: hospital-based diploma, associate degree, and baccalaureate degree.  All require a completion of the NCLEX-RN exam after completion of the program and before becoming a registered nurse. Of these different programs however, doing so by receiving a bachelor’s degree is proving to be the most valid, although there has been much controversy.  Bachelor’s degree programs frequently offer faculty who are higher educated than associate degree programs do, requiring a master’s degree or PhD (Chitty & Black, 2011). Also, according to Chitty & Black (2011), “nurses who graduate from bachelor’s degree programs are prepared to practice within complex healthcare systems and assume the roles: provider of care; designer/ manager/ coordinator of care/ and member of a profession” (p. 152).  Associate degree programs were first planned to be short term programs for associate nurses who would work under a professional nurse, in response to the shortage of nurses after World War II; since then the programs have been modified (p. 152).  One may think that the only difference between nurses who hold a bachelor’s degree, and those who hold an associate’s degree, is the level of commitment.  A baccalaureate nurse may be viewed as more committed to the nursing profession, because he or she obtained a bachelor’s degree.  However, one may also see no difference between the nurses because of their different educational programs, but rather because of their level of dedication and experience.  There is potential for associate degree nurses to be just as good of a nurse, if not better, than some bachelor’s degree nurses.  The American Associate of Colleges of nursing (AACN) however, believes “education has a significant impact on the knowledge and competencies of the nurse clinician”.  They recognize that nurses trained in a bachelor’s program are more prepared for the demands that are placed nurses today and to work across various patient settings (AACN 2011). 
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  The AACN also provides several references that quote the advantages of having nurses with bachelor’s degrees as opposed to those prepared otherwise in terms of mortality rates, communication skills, and ability to make nursing diagnoses and evaluations (AACN, 2011). 
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