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SIDS

Piper R., a 3 month old baby girl was born into a happy and healthy home with both a mother and a father whom are married smokers that only smoke in the garage. Her parents bought Piper many toys and blankets when she came home from the hospital which are stored in her crib on her eggshell mattress, the toy box, and on shelves in the nursery. After a long day at work, Piper’s parents came home to find Piper limp and blue in her crib. 
1. What is wrong with the way that Piper’s room was setup?

Piper had toys and blankets in her crib. Her crib was an eggshell mattress which is a choking hazard. Piper is only 3 months old so she should be sleeping in a bassinet next to her parents’ bed. 

2. What do you think is the cause of Piper’s death?

SIDS

3. How could Piper’s death be prevented?

-Do not use pillows in crib
-No blanket in crib, besides the one used for swaddling
-Parents should quit smoking and not allow child around second hand smoke
-Do not use bumpers in crib

-No tummy time without someone present or when the child is sleeping

-Absolute prevention will never be possible

They asked the babysitter what happened. She said that she has no clue what happened. The babysitter states that “baby Piper was fine just 60 minutes prior to the parents coming home” to the police officer investigating the Piper’s death.

4. What could the babysitter have done differently and was it her fault?
Piper’s death was not the babysitter’s fault, however, she could have checked in on piper every 15-30 minutes, or stayed in the room with piper while she was sleeping. The babysitter also could have held her, or used a bassinet in the room where the babysitter was sitting.
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