On November 10, 1984 Michael Schiavo vowed to love honor and obey his new wife, Teresa Marie Schiavo. He took those vows seriously and ended up spending the next 7 years trying to honor those special vows he made to his seriously ill wife. From 1998 to 2005 Michael fought for what Terri wanted- to not live her life suffering, unable to interact, and being an emotional and financial burden to those she loved.
	It was found in the original case that Terri had made reliable verbal declarations that she would not want to be kept alive by machines when there was little no chance of recovery. A team of independent physicians agreed that she was in a persistent vegetative state and this was upheld numerous times. Michael thought he had lived up to his vows to his wife and he would be able to relieve his wife of her suffering. 
However little did Michael know, his nightmare was just beginning. Terri’s parents in their grief refused to let Terri go despite her wishes. They insisted she could eat on her own, though it was found time and again, that she could not. Even after Michael had finally moved on emotionally and met someone new and fathered a wonderful son, he still made it his mission to advocate for Terri and stayed married to her so he could fulfill that. Time and time again Michael made the courts see this is what Terri wanted, and time and time again, they ageed. However each time he thought it was over, Terri’s parents refused to let go due to their own emotional shortcomings and filed appeal after appeal after appeal. They even tried to manipulate the media by showing 6 minutes of what appeared to be Terri responding to her mother. The only nurse backing up The Schindeler’s claims was unreliable and created a fantastical tale. Regarding (Nurse) Iyer's statements, Greer wrote that they were "incredible to say the least" and that "Ms. Iyer details what amounts to a 15-month cover-up April 1995 through July 1996 which include the staff of Palm Garden of Largo Convalescent Center, the Guardian of the Person, the guardian ad litem, the medical professionals, the police and, believe it or not, Mr. and Mrs. Schindler... It is impossible to believe that Mr. and Mrs. Schindler would not have subpoenaed Ms. Iyer for the January 2000 evidentiary hearing had Iyer contacted them in 1996 as her affidavit alleges" Michaels advocacy paid off once again and once again the rug would be pulled out from under him. Finally after 7 years, and interventions from the governor to the president, Michael’s beneficence paid off. After despite concerns, Terri died peacefully after her feeding tube was removed. Studies have shown that patients in PVS who have their feeding tubes removed have painless deaths. Finally Michael could breathe a sigh of relief that after all those years he had kept his vows he made to Terri on that wonderful day in 1984.
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