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Jake appears to be in the final stages of life.  He is in end-stage dementia and is 90 years old.  Over the past two years his condition has gotten increasingly worse to the point where he can no longer carry on a meaningful conversation and cannot ambulate by himself.  Jake is currently dehydrated and that issue must be dealt with right away.  (Aging With Dignity. 
2007)

Jake is also showing some signs of possible pain as when he moaned when the CNA was giving him a bath.  There could also be other non-verbal signs due to his dehydration and lack of food and nutrition.  (Aging With Dignity. 2007)


In regards to helping to explain the use of a feeding tube there are a few things that Jake’s daughter should be informed of.  The procedure itself of placing a feeding tube could cause pain to her father.  There is also always a chance that the surgery may be too much for his weak condition.  If the surgery was successful it may at best prolong Jake’s life for a short time.  His quality of life is very poor right now placing the feeding tube may not be the best decision for her father.  (Wissmann, 2006)

Depending on the religious preferences of Jake and his family there may be someone at the hospital who could help them go over the moral implications of the situation.  A surgeon who has had a lot of experience with this type of case could also give important advice in regards to the placement of a stomach tube.  It may be good as a nurse to gather the family together in a quiet setting and have them go over all of their emotions in regards to Jake’s health.  Simply listening and offering patient insight could help the family come together with this tough decision.  (Aging With Dignity. 2007)


Since Jake is showing some signs of pain and discomfort it may be best for him to be placed on a form of analgesic.  Even if he cannot always show the pain outwardly it is quite possible that internally he may be uncomfortable.  I believe in the end it would be best to help Jake’s family that his body is dying and that keeping him comfortable and pain free may be the best way to love and respect their father.  (Aging With Dignity. 2007
)
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