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In the United States today there are a total of 1,228,427 according to the United States census bureau. This is a very large amount of Americans seeing that the total of the entire American Population is 311,871,100 (USCB, 2011). In my interview I spoke with a Korean American Name Kenny D Williamson and in my paper I will tell you about his life and perspective on Korean American culture today. 
	Kenny D. Williamson was born to an American service men and a Korean born mother January 15, 1983 on a Military base in Washington State. His father’s meet his mother in South Korea town of Pusan at a restaurant after being in Korea with the United States Military. Mr. Williamson has one older sister who was born in Korea before coming state side but has no other family members on his mother side living in the United States. Kenny is 28 year old college student who is currently enrolled at Texas A&M of central Texas studying accounting with a career goal of becoming a CPA and working in finance. While in school Kenny works at a coffee shop and lives in an apartment in Killeen Texas. He is currently not married without any children but is dating my little sister so I think if he does get married to her I have to naturally be really mean to him.
	When the topic cultural influences came up I feel this is where me and Kenny had a lot in common. I grew up to a Mexican mother and a Caucasian father and Kenny grew up to a Korean mother and a Caucasian father. When I grew up I referred to myself as did my family members as a “half breed”, when Kenny grew up he referred to himself as a “halfie” as did his friends and family. Kenny felt that his mother was a strong Korean influence in his life but she was equally proud to be an American citizen along with her husband as she was a Korean. Kenny did say that he had his Grandmother live with them until her death in 2000 who he referred to her as a “hard core” Korean and did not dislike American but was a loyal to her Korean heritage. Kenny grew up in many different military bases throughout the world including Korea, Hawaii, Germany, Alaska, Washington, South Carolina, Oklahoma, and Texas. Growing up on so many different military bases he was always around other people like him who were born to most often a Korean mother and an American Father. He said this was the normal for him to be around other “halfies” as he referred to it but also like his family there always seemed to an older grandparent who stayed with the family who was more traditional Korean. 
	After talking about parental figures in the house hold this is where the topic of discipline came into discussion. When it came to the discipline his father a former Army Ranger was the one who handed out the physical punishment like spanking and even pushups. Kenny mother and grandmother were the ones who he actually feared more with what he described as “verbal discipline”. If Kenny was in trouble and his father was not home his mother would yell at him and tell him how disappointed she was in him. Kenny could always tell how mad she was by the amount if Korean she used in the sentence a little meant not really that bad and a lot meant that he was in a heap of trouble. Kenny believed in a Korean house hold that father is disciplinarian so this is why he was never spanked by his mother. 
	Religion was discussed and found that growing up he was Catholic being that his father grew up Catholic in the states along with his mother who grew up catholic in Korea. After reading in the internet we see that Catholic religion spread so quickly when it was introduced in the 18th century some missionary were persecuted because they were seen as a threat .Protestant missionaries started coming in the late 19th century and established numerous hospitals and colleges. Christianity has been embraced and many of the world's largest churches are in Korea including Yoido Full Gospel Church, reputed to be the world's largest with a congregation of 700,000 members (LIK, 2011). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	When the topic of how Korean Americans felt about certain hot button topics Kenny said his influences are mixed because he lived in a mixed household. When asked about homosexuality he feels that “it is a choice made by a person and you should be able to choose freely.” I asked Kenny about what would his mother say and he said that this is a question not freely brought up in his family because he does not think it is freely accepted in Korean culture and then add to that a military father it becomes a “don’t ask “ subject . When asked about divorce and family he said it is something you just don’t do, family is very important to his American and Korean heritage. He went on to say that family is so important that when his father deployed overseas with his job after high school he felt like it was his job as the son to come back to go to school in the same town as his mother to take care of her even though she was very far from an invalid.  He also reminded me that this is why so many Korean Americans bring over a grandparent with them because they feel it is their responsibility to take care of them. I asked how health is viewed by Korean American and he feels that to him his family just wanted him to be healthy but he does not remember and crazy Korean health practices as a child. He did remember his mother and grandmother making a lot of Korean dishes like kimchee and spring rolls all of which was made with fresh vegetables and also he remembers eating a lot if fish and chicken. He went on to add this may be why he feels that his mother and grandmother seemed so health because of their dietary choices. 
	I finally asked what the hardest part was growing up with a Korean mother. Kenny stated that he feels like the stereotypes about being good in math or martial arts were sometimes funny but annoying. He did state out of both his parents his mother was the hardest on him about school and getting good graded and he feels like this was a strong Korean influence because even in grade school he remember his grandmother being the same way to him. 
	In closing I feel that so many Americans are like Kenny part of a “halfie or half breed” group. As America grows we become more of a melting pot but I feel as nurse we need to be able to recognize a person heritage and not only treat it accordingly but also respect it. 
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