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1. “Older adults who live alone are more likely to live in poverty, are more prone to social isolation, and are less likely to receive help with their functional limitations than are persons who are married (Pierini & Volker, 2009).” Lehman & Poindexter (2010) also state, “Older people who live alone are more likely than their married counterparts to live in poverty (p. 30).” Because Mrs. Johnson is widowed, and because she is being admitted to the hospital attributed to nonadherence to her medication regimen, I would suspect that she is in a tough financial situation. It is very likely that Mrs. Johnson is not following her medication regimen simply because she cannot afford to. 	Comment by MEdwards: Direct quote needs pg number
2. Because Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Johnson’s neighbor, is concerned about the widow’s home situation, I might suspect that Mrs. Johnson is not caring for herself like she should. “Living alone in the community over age 85 can be challenging in the areas of access to health care, social interaction, and meeting one’s daily needs (Pierini & Volker, 2009).” More specific to Mrs. Johnson’s ethnicity, according to Lehman & Poindexter (2010), “African Americans often do not use routine preventive services at recommended rates and are less likely to have a regular provider of health care (p. 32).” This could, again, be a result of Mrs. Johnson’s financial situation. She may not be able to pay for such services.	Comment by MEdwards: Same as above
3. As stated previously, because Mrs. Johnson is being admitted to the hospital attributed to nonadherence to her medication regimen, these factors (her poor home and financial situations) are contributing greatly to her hospital admission. According to Pierini & Volker (2009), “studies show that women who live alone in community and are over 85 tend to have increased risk for poor health and worse functional status than men.” “Lack of transportation represents a very significant barrier to maintaining health in the oldest-old, leading to a reduced number of health care visits and overall mobility (Pierini & Volker, 2009).” Although Mrs. Edwards often cares for Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Johnson may feel like a burden if she were to ask for frequent car rides.	Comment by MEdwards: Need pg number for direct quote	Comment by MEdwards: same
4. First and foremost, I would ask Mrs. Johnson “how she is getting along and what her daily concerns are (Pierini & Volker, 2009).” Similar to questions used in a case study performed by Pierini & Volker (2009), I would also ask Mrs. Johnson: what is the most challenging part of living alone in community at your age; do you have any concerns about managing your health or illness; what is your quality of life like; what are your best resources (people or other); any doubts or worries about the future (living alone); finally, is there anything else you would like to share. Asking these particular questions would help me, as the nurse, to understand more about Mrs. Johnson’s home life, as well as how she feels about her living situation. If Mrs. Johnson were to tell me she were unhappy in her living situation, I could make suggestions for her (as well as refer her to someone who may be able to help her).   	Comment by MEdwards: same
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