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The Mattoon P.A.D.S shelter served 18 people supper on August 29, several also stayed the night.  The shelter was not much to brag about concerning the setup and sleeping arrangements, but surely better than the alternatives of a cardboard box or park pavilion.  Many of the people at the shelter met the stereotype of a homeless person, while others did not.  Some were very grateful, while others were rude and unappreciative; there was a wide variety of people present.
The supper was primarily cooked by a family with two young sons who started working there one year ago to teach their boys a life lesson, and the boys seemed very interested in helping with the project.  The manager of the facility had provided a menu, but was open to suggestions.  The meal of the night was potato soup and oven baked pretzels.  The potato soup consisted of potatoes (both real and instant), powdered milk, corn, and salt, it was nothing to brag about, but still hot and nutritious.  The pretzels were not very popular, and the manager’s idea of using them like a cracker to dip did not go over very well with the persons being served.  There was also fruit the family brought in, which was very popular as well as popsicles.
The most insulting event of the night was the man who wanted crackers with his soup.  When serving the soup the man commented asking who the hell serves potato soup without crackers, and why are there pretzels?  He felt the meal was incomplete and made no sense.  The reaction given seemed ungrateful and rude.  The man did not have any money in the meal and apparently didn’t have a whole lot of option, so it seemed rude to complain to the volunteer staff.  Most others were content, but some of them also grumbled about the menu.  Many of these people however did seem grateful to have a shower, food, and bed, they made the experience better.
