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BSN REQUIREMENT

     Should a baccalaureate degree be the minimum requirement for all nurses? The answer is yes. A nurse is the backbone of any healthcare facility. They are among the first people you see upon entering and are the last that an individual might see leaving the facility. The purpose of this paper is to explain why the minimum requirement for a nurse should be a baccalaureate degree. 

     Although nursing is comprised of a lot of hands on work, it is also scientific and requires good decision making skills. The magnitude of responsibility for caring for another human being is a significant and important one. The expectation for individuals in the healthcare field should be much greater than that of a mechanic, of which, may only need a certificate. If a nurse makes a mistake in calculations in medications or judgment, it could prove to be fatal. According to Chitty and Black (2011), “Courses in the nursing major focus nursing science, communication, decision making, leadership, and care to persons of all ages in a wide variety of settings” (p. 152). Having a baccalaureate degree is what sets the standard for a certain level of care. It separates professional schooling and trade school. It also gives a sense of security and confidence to patients that they will receive the best possible care. Megginson (2008) states, “ the results of Aiken et al.’s(date) research indicate that in hospitals with a 10% increase in production of nurses with BSN degrees, there was a decreased risk of patient death and failure to rescue by 5%” (p. 48). The evidence points toward the effectiveness and necessity of advanced degrees in nursing and how it plays a role in the overall care and outcome of the patient. Can you imagine coming into a healthcare facility seeking care for either yourself or a loved one and because of 
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minimum training have a tragic outcome? It would be devastating. All nurses should be well equipped for the safety and outcome of patients. 

     As a nurse there are many different career opportunities for nursing. According to Chitty and Black (2011), “As members of the largest healthcare profession in the United States, nurses practice in diverse settings such as hospitals, clinics, offices, homes, school, workplaces, extended care facilities, the military, community centers, nursing homes, children’s camps, and homeless shelters and others” (p. 5). In almost any setting you are likely to find a nurse present for healthcare assistance. Because of the integral role they play in the care of an individual, its important to have necessary qualities and qualifications to perform tasks. “They should be expected to have a more extensive educational background due to the nature of the career. More education is a testament to patience, diligence, and knowledge of field. Further more, requirements for most corporate careers have a minimum requirement of a bachelor degree“ (Coleman, M.) Megginson states, “Healthcare administration on all echelons, including business, medical, nursing, financial an legal, would benefit from examining ways to increase the proportion of BSN-level RNs employed at their institutions” (p. 48). The advanced degree allows the student time to mature in education and overall. It also gives an opportunity to gain different perspectives on how to do certain things. 

     One of the reasons that there aren’t as many BSNs in nursing is because there is little to no distinction between persons with an associate degree and a person with a baccalaureate degree. Ultimately, to the student, there is no reason to have the advanced education because they typically have the opportunities, in terms of pay. However, for advancements in the nursing field 
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such as administration, requirements are different. You must have a minimum of a baccalaureate degree to advance to this position. To progress in the field of nursing or to specialize in a particular area requires more than a diploma or associate degree. If a nurse already has a baccalaureate degree, then it would be an easier transition. It would also give the nurse a more experienced background.  

     Nurses with a baccalaureate degree are given the opportunity to have cultural competence as a part of the curriculum. Cultural competence is an important part of being a nurse. It forces the students to be aware of their own biases and what they are comfortable with in order to better treat patients. It gives students awareness regarding healthcare preferences of other cultures. According to (Brown et al. 2006), “…they examine the healthcare beliefs, needs, and possible disparities within a particular ethnic group” (p. 181). 

     Since there is so much training involved to practice nursing, the minimum requirement should be a baccalaureate degree. Nurses work side by side with doctors to facilitate care for their patients. However, typically it is the nurses that administer medications, hook up IVs, and is in charge of the overall care of patients. While doctors make contact with patients, most often it is minimal. Nurses are there to provide support for the patients as well as the medical care. It is the nurses job to be therapeutic for all patients.

     Also, nursing is a profession and like other professions it requires a baccalaureate degree. It is not just a hands on type of career. Nurses must be able to calculate the correct dosages and in some cases they must be able to calculate it according to the specific weight of the individuals. Many nurses must also be able to multitask.          
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     Having a baccalaureate degree is what sets the standard for a certain level of care. It separates profession from trade school and gives a sense of security and confidence to patients that they will receive the best possible care. Nurses should be required to have a baccalaureate degree as the minimum requirement for an extended knowledge base and to uphold standards of care.
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