
Chelsea good job and what about when you scan all your patient information? That is also informatics or your debit card is also just informatics but not nursing.   14.5/15
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When going to sign up for summer classes, I knew I had to sign up for an elective.  When hearing that informatics was an option, I had to ask what informatics was.  I was told that informatics was about computers and technology in the healthcare field.  I was drawn to this class for several reasons, one being that I wasn’t familiar with the term informatics and the other being that technology is in almost every aspect of healthcare and I believe that this will only grow.  
[bookmark: C410505526967593I0T410509233217593]Although I did enroll in this class because I really wasn’t sure what informatics was, I have done some research to figure out what this term means.  “Informatics, a specialty that integrates the specialty’s science, computer science, cognitive science, and information science to manage and communicate date, information, knowledge, and wisdom in a specialty’s practice” (McGonigle & Mastrian, 2012, p. 569).”  Personally I was surprised that I was not familiar with this term once I started looking into it.  I now see that I use informatics all the time.  I use technology to gain information in such simply ways that I don’t even think about it.  For example, I use the pulse oximeter all the time at work and it doesn’t even cross my mind that I am using technology.  Mostly when I think of technology I think of a computer or computer screen, not small pieces of equipments such as the pulse oximeter.  I knew that I used technology to communicate date, information, knowledge and wisdom in nurses thought the computer but had no idea there was a special term used for this.  	Comment by Mary: Quote marks go after the quote not the cite
Informatics seems like such an important tool in the nursing world.  We use computers and technology at almost every turn.  We use technology to get vital signs, to chart, to perform diagnostic tests, to monitor heart rhythms, and so much more.  I believe that informatics in healthcare will continue to grow, and I want to be able to take advantage of the resources that we have.  I am excited about this class because I believe that informatics is a huge aspect of nursing.  
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