Case Study, Chapter 49: Nursing Care of the Child With a Neoplastic Disorder 

The nurse is working on the hematology-oncology unit in a children’s hospital. One client was diagnosed with leukemia over a year ago. He received the final dose of chemotherapy 2 days earlier and is waiting to receive a hematopoietic stem cell transplant (HSCT). The leukemia has been unresponsive to traditional chemotherapy. (Learning Objectives 2, 4, 5, 6)

1. What is the highest priority for nursing care for this client at this time? Why? What interventions would the nurse implement?

2. Management of the side effects of chemotherapy is an important part of nursing care for children with cancer. Identify some of the interventions the nurse would implement to manage chemotherapy side effects.

3. What information should the nurse give the parents about general care of the child with cancer?

4. What laboratory data would be used to monitor the infection-fighting ability of a child with cancer? What laboratory data would be used to monitor the potential for hemorrhage?

