Case Study, Chapter 40: Nursing Care of the Child With a Cardiovascular Disorder

Jesse, age 27, has just given birth to her first child, a boy. Immediately after delivery the newborn is noted to be cyanotic. The neonatal resuscitation protocol is implemented in the delivery room and the NICU staff is summoned. The infant is transported to the NICU for assessment and evaluation. After arriving in the NICU the child is placed on 100% oxygen via an oxygen hood. The pulse oximetry reading remains at 75%. (Learning Objectives 2, 3, 4)

1. What further nursing assessments would the nurse perform? Why?

2. What medical diagnostic tests would the nurse expect to be ordered? What information would these tests provide?

3. After further evaluation, the infant is found to have a large ventricular septal defect (VSD) and aortic stenosis. What information should the nurse provide to the parents about the defects?

