Case Study, Chapter 37: Nursing Care of the Child With a Neurologic Disorder SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


Riley is a former 29-week preemie who was hospitalized in the NICU for the first 8 weeks of her life. She is now 4 months old. She has been having a runny nose and has been congested for the past few days. Her mother, age 18, works the night shift at a grocery store while her boyfriend watches the baby at night. The mother reports that when she got home from work this morning, the baby “wouldn’t wake up.” The mother reports that when she left for work last night the baby was fussy but okay. The boyfriend states that she was very fussy and cried a lot, and he thought she finally just cried herself to sleep. The triage nurse notices that the baby has some oral cyanosis and appears limp. 100% oxygen via mask is started and the ED physician is paged to come to the room immediately. The physician thinks that the baby may have had an apnea spell and asks you to place the baby on a monitor. The baby is still not waking up and has now begun vomiting. (Learning Objectives 2, 3, 7) 

1. What further nursing assessments would the nurse perform? Why?

2. What medical diagnostic tests should be ordered for Riley?

