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DISCUSSION QUESTION 1
	The purpose of this paper is to explain why the minimum educational requirement for all nurses should be a bachelor’s degree, rather than an associate’s degree.  Studies indicate that nurses with higher education provide better care.  The schooling that nurses go through while trying to obtain a bachelor’s prepares the students for beginning nursing practice in a wide variety of settings.  This includes learning how to give acute and long-term care, community health, school health, and critical care.  During schooling for an associate’s degree, educators focus on basic nursing care in hospital and long term care settings only.  I think it is very important that nurses be educated to the bachelor degree level because they are better prepared to handle difficult situations since they are trained in many areas of care.  This is crucial because during their schooling they are more likely to have already been exposed to a similar situation or at least taught how to go about handling a situation to their best abilities.
	Another reason I think the minimum education of nurses should be a bachelor’s degree is because a nurse works with many other highly trained professionals on a daily basis.  Typically nurses collaborate with professionals such as physicians, pharmacists, physical therapists, and speech pathologists in which all fields require a higher education.  Of the bunch, nurses are usually the least educated.  I think that to maintain excellent care it should absolutely be required for nurses to obtain at least a bachelor’s degree in their education.	   




