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Jane should immediately report the medication error to the nurse she is assigned to or another member of the nursing team.  According to Mauk (2010), “Ethical responses to mistakes include: honestly admitting the error occurred in a neutral and objective manner, taking proper steps to correct the situation, apologizing for the mistake, making amends as possible, and evaluating how to prevent such mistakes in the future.” (pg. 
596).  To prevent an error such as this from occurring, it should be a rule of thumb that medication is not administered until a patient is properly identified and the administer is positive the drugs are going to the correct patient.  Since there was not a picture for Ms. Wittacker in the medication book and the student is not familiar with all of the residents she should never have administered the medication unless she was one hundred percent sure this was the right patient.  


Jane is ultimately responsible for her own mistakes.  It did not help, however, that the CNA pointed 
to the wrong woman and said it was Ms. Wittacker when it really was not.  This, I believe, does make the CNA part to blame since she is an employee at the long-term care facility.  It is also the nurse manager’s job to be informed of these mistakes and to take measures to try and prevent these errors from happening.


The ethical implications in this situation are for Jane to accurately report the situation at hand.  (Chitty & Black, 2010, pg
. 76) According to Mauk (2010), “Nurses, as patient advocates, also bear responsibility for effective communication of a patient’s preferences through documentation and reporting process.  They are also responsible for creatively thinking about and problem-solving situations that limit functional status and safety to support quality of life and independent living.” (pg
. 595).  Since reporting of the incident is in the patient’s best interest and that this mistake could be life threatening, it must be done.  If unreported and the patient has a serious reaction, this situation could lead to legal ramifications for the student and possibly even staff.  If this situation were to happen to me I would immediately and thoroughly report the incident to an instructor and the staff nurse I was assigned to.
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