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MRS. JOHNSON CASE STUDY 
Mrs. Johnson Case Study
	Based on the fact that Mrs. Johnson is 87 years old, widowed, and has no children puts her at risk for being in a poor financial situation. Furthermore, the fact that Mrs. Johnson is admitted to the hospital for shortness of breath due to the fact that she does not adhere to her medication regimen for her condition, leads me to believe that she most likely cannot afford her medication. (Mauk, 2010, p. 32) Evidence suggests that Mrs. Johnson is already at risk based on the fact that she is African American. Studies have shown that African Americans make up the largest cultural minority. (Mauk, 2010, p.32) It is said that African Americans have higher costs for medical care related to their geographic, sociodemographic, and morbidity differences (Hanchate, Kronman, Young-Xu, Ash, & Emanuel, 2009). With all these statistics going against Mrs. Johnson, one might not blame her for her financial situation.	Comment by Mary: Is this direct quote? If so where is the quote marks? If not do not need page numbers for indirect quote	Comment by Mary: Same as above
	Based on the fact that Mrs. Johnson’s neighbor brings her groceries and checks on her each day, she would be the most accountable person to tell what kind of living conditions she observes from day to day. Mrs. Edwards even takes the time to pull aside a nurse and express her concerns. (Mauk, 2010, p.32)  Taking into account that Mrs. Johnson may not be in the best financial situation, one can infer that her home situation may also be lacking. 	Comment by Mary: Same as above
	If the patient cannot afford to pay for her medications or keep her living conditions up to par, her admission to the hospital may become a habit. Mrs. Johnson’s condition is one in which she requires medication, and without proper care she may end up making more than just one trip to the hospital. If the reason that Mrs. Johnson cannot adhere to her medication regimen is due to financial reasons, it can be concluded that Mrs. Johnson’s hospital visit may have been eliminated had she been able to afford her medicine.
	Based on my previous suspicions, I would ask Mrs. Johnson a series of different questions. I would begin by asking her about her home life. I would want to know what type of house she lived in, and any possible hazards. I might ask her how she keeps her house clean and if she’s had any recent accidents to access any possible fall risks. I would then want to know about Mrs. Johnson’s financial situation. I would start by asking her about employment, and any recent employers she’s had. I would also ask her when she lost her husband. I would also ask her the reason why she isn’t sticking to her medication regimen, in hopes that her answer would clear up any questions about her financial and living situation.
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