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1. At this point, are there any risk for physical abuse for either Mr. or Mrs. Sable that the nurse should be alert to?
     Yes, Mrs. Sable has “fallen down the stairs” and Mr. Sable is presenting with early signs of Alzheimer’s so his mood may be strained (Bowles, 2011).
2. What signs, if any, suggest that the nurse should ask some follow-up questions regarding safety in the home for Mrs. Sable? 
     She has a two-level home, she has lost 7lbs. in the last month, HR 91, she is quiet, withdrawn, does not make eye contact, and is hesitant to put on gown (Bowles, 2011).
3. At this point what should the nurse be asking?
     How she got the bruises, is her husband mistreating her, or hurting her, if she gets meals and fluids regularly?
4. What additional questions should Christine ask?
     Does her husband hit her, get angry at her, leave her alone frequently, fix her meals for her, and provide her with oral care and hygiene? Has anyone ever tried to hurt you in any way? Suspected evidence of physical abuse (i.e., black eye) asks:
 -How did that get there?
 -When did it occur?
 -Did someone do this to you?
 -Are there other areas on your body like this?
 -Has this ever occurred before?
 Have you had any recent injuries?
 Are you afraid of anyone?
 Has anyone ever touched you or tried to touch you without permission?
 Have you ever been tied down? Are you afraid of anyone?
 Has anyone ever yelled at you or threatened you?
 Has anyone been insulting you and using degrading language?
 Do you live in a household where there is stress and/or frustration?
 Does anyone care for you or provide regular assistance to you?
 Are you cared for by anyone who abuses drugs or alcohol? 
 Are you cared for by anyone who was abused as a child? http://www.consultgerirn.com/topics/elder_mistreatment_and_abuse

5. What is the next course of action that Christine should take? 
     She should consult with the doctor and other members of the treatment team to determine a possible course of action Bowles, 2011).
6. What is the appropriate action for the staff to take?
     Try to calm Mr. Sable down, redirect him again, if necessary call authorities.
7. Since APS laws vary by state, find the guidelines for your particular state and apply them to this situation.
      Sec. 4. Reports of abuse or neglect. 
    (a) Any person who suspects the abuse, neglect, financial exploitation, or self-neglect of an eligible adult may report this suspicion to an agency designated to receive such reports under this Act or to the Department. http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1452&ChapAct=320%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B20%2F&ChapterID=31&ChapterName=AGING&ActName=Elder+Abuse+and+Neglect+Act%2E
A) What must the physician do to report physical abuse?                                                  (a-5) If any mandated reporter has reason to believe that an eligible adult, who because of dysfunction is unable to seek assistance for himself or herself, has, within the previous 12 months, been subjected to abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation, the mandated reporter shall, within 24 hours after developing such belief, report this suspicion to an agency designated to receive such reports under this Act or to the Department. http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1452&ChapAct=320%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B20%2F&ChapterID=31&ChapterName=AGING&ActName=Elder+Abuse+and+Neglect+Act%2E
B) Can he do so anonymously?
     (c) The identity of a person making a report of alleged or suspected abuse, neglect, financial exploitation, or self-neglect under this Act may be disclosed by the Department or other agency provided for in this Act only with such person's written consent or by court order http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1452&ChapAct=320%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B20%2F&ChapterID=31&ChapterName=AGING&ActName=Elder+Abuse+and+Neglect+Act%2E
C) Is reporting mandatory for him and/or Christine? 
          Yes, they are mandated reporters.
8. What do you think Mr. Sable’s reaction will be when he finds out his wife is not going home with him?
       He will be confused and very angry.
Do patients usually arrive at the decision to tell about abuse early in the process or later after the abuse has become more serious?
     Most, I would think, probably do not disclose this type of abuse early on; I think that only after it has been discovered by a third party would be when someone might admit the truth.
What types of assistance is this family going to need?
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Therapy/counseling, coping skills, some type of safe place for the wife, nutritional support, shelter, transportation, possibly nursing home for Mr. Sable/24 hr. care. 
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