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1. According to Mauk (2010), there are many vision problems that can affect the elderly,   including muscular degeneration, cataracts, glaucoma, and vision issues related to diabetes (p. 371).  These would all be things for Jane to keep in mind, and it would be important to assess Jack for these conditions.  Jane should start by asking Jack questions related to his vision, such as a history of any eye injury or a history of any of these conditions.  She could also ask if he has experienced any pain in his eyes, if he has experienced and changes in his vision, or if he has expeienced any tunneling of vision.  If Jane had a Snellen eye chart or a pocket screener with her, she could test Jack's vision in his home.  She could also perform such assessments as confrontation, cover test, cardinal fields of gaze, and a test to assess Jack's depth perception.  Jane should also complete a visual assessment of Jack's eyes.   

2. According to the American Medical Association (AMA), the elderly are more likely to get involved in motor vehicle accidents because of the impairments to many functions that are necessary to be capable of driving safely.  The functions include vision, cognition, and motor function.  The AMA (2010) states that “vision is the primary sense utilized in driving. Adequate visual acuity and field of vision are important for safe driving, but tend to decline with age as a result of physiologic changes and an increase in diseases such as cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration, and stroke. Glare, impaired contrast sensitivity, and an increase in time to adjust to changes in lightness and darkness are other problems commonly experienced by older drivers” (American Medical Association, 2010).  Driving also requires highly cognitive skills such as visual-processing, memory, and attention.  Diseases such a dementia common in the elderly are a risk factor for elderly drivers.  Age related changes in motor functions such as strength, endurance and flexibility also can impair elderly drivers and are a risk factor in causing a motor vehicle accident.
3. According to the American Medical Association (AMA), there are several tests that can be done to assess an elderly driver and their driving related skills.  One of these tests is the Snellen E Chart to test far vision acuity.  This test is done by having a patient read a chart from twenty feet.  A second test that can be done is the clock drawing test.  “The clock drawing test (CDT) may   assess a patient’s long-term memory, short-term memory, visual perception, visuospatial skills, selective attention, abstract thinking, and executive skills. Preliminary research indicates an association between specific scoring elements of the clock drawing test and poor driving performance” (American Medical Association, 2010, p. 24).  A third test to recommended by the AMA is visual acuity by confrontation testing.  According to the AMA (2010), if the examiner has a normal visual field, then if the examiner can see his or her own fingers, the patient should be able to see them as well.  A fourth recommended test is the Trail-Making Test, Part B.  In this test the examiner has the patient connect numbers one through thirteen and letters A through L.   “This test of general cognitive function also specifically assesses working memory, visual processing, visuospatial skills, selective and divided attention, and psychomotor coordination. In addition, numerous studies have demonstrated an association between poor performance on the Trail-Making Test, Part B, and poor driving performance” (American Medical Association, 2010, p. 23).  A fifth test that should be done is the rapid pace walk test, which according to the AMA (2010), measures lower limb strength, endurance, range of motion, and balance (p.24).  A sixth recommended test is the manual range of motion test.  The patient is asked to perform several motions bilaterally.  The patient then is scored on the appropriate level as to whether they are within normal limits or limited range of motion.  
4. According  to the AMA (2010), there are several duties of the physician when it comes to the issue of the elderly driving.  The physician's primary responsibility is to protect both the patient's physical and mental health.  This means the physician must advise of all possible problems that may arise from a patient driving when they may not be able to safely do so.  Another responsibility is protect the public.  Again, this means the physician should assess and counsel the patient of the dangers that patient could present to others.  The physician should also protect and maintain the patient's privacy including, in this case, the patient's diagnoses with the rest of the church's parishioners.  

5. Given Jack's current driving troubles, Jane should not recommend that Jack drive on the interstate to the ophthalmologist's office.  Some transportation methods Jane could recommend are their city's public transportation system, such as train or bus, taking a taxi cab, asking for a ride from another church parishioner, or looking into services that offer transportation for the elderly.  

6. According to the Elder Care Locator, there are no transportation options in Hoopeston, Illinois for the elderly.  The closest options are in Champaign or Bloomington.  The Multi-Agency in Hoopeston does offer a shuttle service for senior citizens to transport them to and from doctor appointments.  

7. Cataracts are  common among the elderly and can greatly affect the ability to drive.  When a patient has cataracts, they may have a gradual decrease in vision.  The visual field may be fuzzy, a patient may experience sensitivities to glare or there may be a halo effect noticed around lights (Mauk, 2010).  As a result of cataracts a patient may experience decreased night vision.  The eye can become cloudy and may cover the lens decreasing the ability to see the road, traffic signs, other vehicles, or pedestrians.  The decreased visual acuity caused by cataracts is what puts the patient as well as other drivers at risk or injury.

8. According to caring.com staff (2010), in the state of Illinois, drivers aged 69 to 80 must renew their license every four years, every two years for drivers aged 80 to 86, and licenses must be renewed annually for drivers over 87 years old.  A vision test is required for elderly drivers, a road test is required for drivers over 75 years of age, and a written test is required every eight years if traffic convictions have occurred.  For any one over the age of 75, renewals must be in person.  

9. The caring.com staff (2010) also details the laws in the state of Indiana which are very different than the state of Illinois.  In Indiana, drivers must renew their license every three years between the ages of 75 and 85, and every two years after the age of 85.  Drivers over the age of 75 must renew their license in person and have a vision test.  A written test is only required if a driver has six or more points accumulated for traffic violations, or a license that has been expired for more than two years.  A road test is only required if a license has been expired for more than three years or there is a medical need.  In Wisconsin, laws for driver's license renewal are very different from Illinois, and much more lenient.  In this state there are no special rules for senior citizens.  All drivers must renew their license every eight years.  Driver's must renew in person and a vision test is required.  Written and road tests are only required if a Department of Transportation official, vision specialist, or physician deems it necessary. 

References
American Medical Association (2010).  Physician's guide to assessing and counseling older drivers (2nd Ed).  Retrieved from: http://www.ama-assn.org/resources/doc/public-health/older-drivers-chapter3.pdf
Caring.com staff (2010).  State-by-state driving laws for the elderly.  Retrieved from: http://www.caring.com/calculators/state-driving-laws.
Mauk, K.L. (2010). Ger nursing: Competencier for care (2nd ed.). Boston: Jones & Bartlett.
Http://www.eldercare.gove/Eldercare.NET/Public?Index.aspx.










