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	Odds are in Mrs. Johnson’s case she is living in poverty going by the situation described and the statics further discussed. According to Mauk (2010), 24% of African Americans were living in poverty in 2004.  Also in 2004, African Americans age 65 or older that headed household containing families reported a median income of $26,282. The net worth of older black households in 2003 was an estimated $26,300 compared to older white households who had a net worth of $215,000. Increased incidences of disease with greater complications among African American is related to a lack of economic resources and poor access ability to the health care they need. (p.32) 
	With Mrs. Johnson’s home situation, she is living the traditional way the majority of elderly African Americans do. She felt she could live alone and her neighbor was taking on the caretaker role of getting her the things she needed and checking on her daily to make sure everything was ok. 38.4% of older women are found to be living alone compared to 19.2% of older men, so older women are twice as likely to be living alone. Older black females are also more likely to live alone compared to other race and ethnic groups. (Mauk, 2010)  Institutionalization of elders in the African American population traditionally is avoided and family members or someone close to them takes on the caretaker role (Health Care for African American Patients). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The portion of the elderly population who live alone are vulnerable due to one or a combination of the following: social isolation, poverty, disabilities, lack of access to primary care, linguistic isolation, and inadequate housing (Gusmano &Rodwin, 2006).  The financial and home situations of Mrs. Johnson had a significant contribution to her being admitted to the hospital. Her neighbor tries to watch out and take care of her but the neighbor cannot be at her residence all of the time. Mrs. Johnson needs someone to make sure she adheres to her medication regimen. If she were taking her medications properly, then she more than likely would not have been admitted to the hospital. Another factor to her not taking her medication could be her not being able to afford the cost of it if she is living in poverty. 
	As Mrs. Johnson is admitted to the unit, the following questions you may want to be asked. What are your main concerns? Is there a reason you did not take your medication? Can you afford your medications? What is your home situation like? Do you feel like there is always someone to contact if you need help? 
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