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1. Mrs. Johnson’s financial situation is not well defined in this case, however, there are some assumptions that can be made. First, considering that other people are bringing her groceries on a daily basis would be a hint that she does not have the funds to buy herself her own food. Secondly, the neighbor, Mrs. Edwards who knows her on a personal level and cares for her is taking the nurse aside and questioning her home situation and perhaps her financial situation. In Gerontological Nursing: Competencies for care, Mauk states “The median personal income for African American men was $14,960 and $9,884 for African American women” (p.32). Being that Mrs. Johnson is a widow and has no children to help her financially she would be a part of this statistic. If this is an accurate amount it would leave Mrs. Johnson with $823.66 to live on a month. Considering she lives in a house by herself this is not a lot of money to live on. She may have paid off her house and have few expenses per month, but regardless $800 is a small amount of money to survive on. She would still have to pay for food, medications and month-to-month bills and payments. Medications can add up very quickly and judging by the fact that she is 87 years old and is now in the hospital it would not be to far fetched to assume she has medical bills as well as prescriptions that would need to be paid for using that $800 a month. 
2. I would suspect that Mrs. Johnson’s home situation is first off extremely lonely. She lives alone and is widowed with no children. Often times as people age, especially at age 87 people do not have a considerable amount of friends. Usually children and grandchildren make up majority of the visitors. She has none, which means she probably spends majority of her time alone unless her neighbors visit.
3. If the personal income for an average African American is accurate than it is likely she is living in poverty. With this being said it is likely that she does not care for herself, or have the ability to care for herself the way it is necessary to at her age. This could definitely be a factor that contributes to her hospital admission. She probably does not have the finances to purchase all the necessary medications she needs. She also may have difficulty digesting food, or lack the desire or funds to make and eat healthy foods. In this study done by Westergren, Unosson, Ohlsson, Lorefalt, and Hallberg it explains elderly peoples eating habits. Their article “Eating difficulties, assisted eating and nutritional status in elderly (65 years) patients in hospital rehabilitation” states, “Eating difficulties were observed during a meal and nutritional status was assessed with Subjective Global Assessment form. Eighty-two percent of patients had one or more eating difficulties, 36% had assisted eating and 46% malnutrition” (p.342). This means that she is most likely not getting the proper nutrients needed to maintain a healthy lifestyle, which could contribute to her hospital admission. 
4. Based on my suspicions there are numerous questions I would ask Mrs. Johnson. First I would ask what she has eaten within the last 24 hours to get an idea of her nutritionally status. I would also ask what a normal day is for her to get an idea of her lifestyle and activities of daily living. I would ask what her what medications she takes. I would ask her what her previous profession was and how long she has been a widow to get an idea of her current financial status without being intrusive.
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